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DEDICATION OF THE 
COMPILER. 


To Thy Sacred Heart, O Jesus Christ, God 
and Man, the true Light, the Splendour of 
the Father's Glory and the brightness of eternal 
light, the unspotted Mirror and Image of the 
goodness of God, do I, Thy most unworthy 
servant in St. Francis, humbly dedicate and 
offer this work, that it may be for Thy greater 
honour and glory and the good of souls. 

Thou art appointed by the Eternal Father, 
Judge, Lawgiver, and Saviour of mankind, to 
whom the Father and the Holy Ghost have 
given testimony, and tn whom are our merits, 
our example, our help, our graces, and our 
rewards. 

Thou Who artof God made unto us Wisdom, 
Sanctification and Redemption, be Thou the 
object of all our thoughts, meditation and 
imitation | 


Olton, 9th Jan., 1905. 
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How to keep Lent. 


Each heart is manifest to Thee : 

Thou knowest our infirmity ; 

Forgive Thou, then, each soul that fain 
Would seek to Thee, and turn again, 


DEARLY beloved brethren, I am to preach 
to you the holiest and the greatest of Fasts - 
and with what words can I more fitly begin 
than with those words of the Apostle, in 
whom Christ spoke, which have just been 
read? ‘Behold, now is the acceptable time! 
behold, now is the day of salvation!” It is 
true that there are no times which are not 
rich with God’s gifts: His grace doth ever 
give us an entry unto His mercy; neverthe- 
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less, more especially at this time doth it 
behove that the minds of all men be earn- 
estly stirred up to make progress in things 
spiritual, and to be nerved by a trust in God 
stronger than ever ; for now the anniversary 
of that day on which we were redeemed is 
drawing near, and thereby moving us to 
work all godliness, to the end that we may 
be able to celebrate, with clean minds and 
bodies, that mystery which exceedeth all 
others, the mystery of the Lord’s sufferings. 

Mysteries so great demand sustained 
earnestness and continuous worship if we 
would ever abide in the sight of God, such 
as it is meet that He should find us on the 
Feast of the Passover. But since few have 
the strength to do this, and the frailty of the 
body rebelleth against such hardness, while 
the divers actions of this life distract us with 
their cares, it necessarily befouleth the hearts 
even of the godly. To meet this befoulment, 
therefore, and to restore the cleanness of our 
souls, it is provided by the healthful institu- 
tion of God that we should be purged by an 
exercise of forty days, wherein godly works 
may redeem the mis-spending of our other 
time, and purifying fasts rid us of the same. 
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Therefore, dearly beloved brethren, as we 
are now about to enter upon these mystic 
days, the end of whose most holy ordinance 
is the cleansing of our souls and bodies, let 
us take heed that we be obedient unto the 
command of the Apostle, putting far away 
from us every defilement of flesh and spirit, 
ordering the strife which there is between 
the two substances whereof we are com- 
pounded; that the soul, which is ordained 
under the rule of God and which it beseemeth 
under His rule to rule the body, may enjoy 
the fulness of her lordship; giving no offence 
to any, so that we may give no cause to such 
as revile us. For if our ways during the 
Fast agree not with the purity of perfect 
Temperance, the reproaches of the unbe- 
lievers will be just, and our sins will arm 
the tongues of the ungodly to the harming 
of our religion. 

The sum of our Fast standeth not only 
in abstaining from meats, neither is it pro- 
fitable to deny food to the body, if the mind 
be not bridled from iniquity. 


(From the Sermons of Pope St. Leo the Great, ath on 
Lent.) 
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‘*Behold, now is the accepted time; be- 
hold, now is the day of salvation. In these 
days, therefore, let us approve ourselves as 
the ministers of God, in much patience, in 
fasting's, in watchings, and in love unfeigned.” 

(Ant. Vesp., First Sunday in Lent.) 


PRAYER. 

O God, Who dost every year purge Thy 
Church by the Fast of Forty Days, grant 
unto this Thy family that what things soever 
they strive to obtain at Thy hand by abstain- 
ing from meats, they may ever turn to profit 
by good works. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ Thy Son, Who liveth and reigneth 
with Thee, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, 
one God, world without end. Amen. 
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Vain - Glory. 


Now, with the slow revolving year, 
Again the Fast we greet; 

Which in its mystic circle moves 
Of forty days complete. 


WE are bidden to seek for inner gladness, 
lest, by running after that reward which is 
without, we should become conformed to the 
fashion of this world and should so lose the 
the promise of that blessing, which is all the 
truer and more stable that it is inward; that 
blessing wherein God hath chosen us to be 
conformed to the likeness of His Son. In 
this chapter we will principally consider the 
fact that vain-glory findeth ground for its 
exercise in struggling poverty as much as in 
worldly distinction and display; and this 
development is the most dangerous, because 
it enticeth under pretence of being the 
serving of God. 
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He that is characterised by unbridled 
indulgence in luxury, or in dress, or any 
other display, is by these very things easily 
shown to be a follower of worldly vanities, 
and deceiveth no one by putting on an 
hypocritical mask of godliness. But those 
professors of Christianity who turn all eyes 
on themselves by an eccentric show of gro- 
velling and dirtiness, not suffered by neces- 
sity but by their own choice, of them we 
must judge by their other works, whether 
their conduct really proceedeth from the 
desire of mortification by giving up unnecessary 
comfort, or is only the means of some ambi- 
tion ; the Lord biddeth us beware of wolves 
in sheep’s clothing, but ‘‘by their fruits,” 
saith He, ‘‘ ye shall know them.” 

The test is when, by divers trials, such 
persons lose those things which, under the 
cover of seeming unworldliness, they have 
either gained or sought to gain. Then must 
it needs appear whether they be wolves in 
sheep’s clothing, or indeed sheep in their 
own. 

But that hypocrites do the contrary maketh 
it no duty of a Christian to shine before the 
eyes of men with a display of needless 
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luxury—the sheep need not to lay aside their 
own clothing because wolves sometimes 
falsely assume it. 

(Homily by St. Austin, Bishop of Hippo, Bh. ii., chap. 


xii., fom. 4.) 


‘When ye fast, be not as the hypocrites, 
of a sad countenance.” 
(Matt. vi. 16; Ant. at Lauds, Ash Wednesday.) 


PRAYER. 


O Lord, grant unto Thy faithful people to 
enter with all meet godliness upon the obser- 
vance of this worshipful and solemn Fast, 
and in like mind faithfully to fulfil the same. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Thy Son, 
Who liv eth and reigneth with Thee, in the 
unity of the Holy Ghost, one God, world 


without end. Amen. 
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The Crown of Thorns. 


Jesu! the thorns which pierced Thy brow 
Sprang from the seed of sin; 

Pluck ours, we pray Thee, from our hearts, 
And plant thine own therein. 


“Go forth, O ye daughters of Zion.” 
You are addressed as daughters of Zion, 
O worldly souls, frail, sickly children, 
daughters and not sons, beings in whom 
there is no muscle and no manliness. Go 
forth from your dream of carnal sensuality 
to understand something with your mind. 
Go forth from your bondage to the lusts of 
the flesh, unto the freedom of spiritual 
intelligence. Go forth out of your country, 
and from your kindred, and from your 
father’s house, and behold King Solomon 
with the crown wherewith his mother crowned 
him, that crown of want and woe. But 
albeit his step-mother crowned him with a 
crown of woeful thorns, he is yet to be 
crowned by his household with a crown of 
righteousness, when “the Son of Man shall 
send forth His Angels, and they shall gather 


out of His Kingdom all things that offend 4 
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(Matt. xiii. 41), when ‘‘the Lord will enter 
into judgment with the ancients of His 
people” (Isa. iii. 14), and ‘‘the world shall 
fight with Him against the unwise ”’ (Wisd. 
v. 21). The Father also crowneth Him with 
a crown of glory, as saith the Psalmist: 
“Thou hast crowned him with glory and 
honour, O Lord ” (Ps. viii. 6). 

Daughters of Zion! behold Him with the 
crown wherewith His mother crowned Him! 
(From the Sermons of St. Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux; 
2nd for Twelfth Day; 4th Lesson for the Commemora- 

tion of the Crowning of our Lord.) 

Christ, our King, Who was crowned with thorns, 

Him, O come let us worship ! 


Cnvitatory Matins, F., Crowning of our Lord.) 


PRAYER. 

Grant, we beseech Thee, O Almighty God, 
that we who, among the memories of the 
sufferings of our Lord Jesus Christ, do make 
worshipful mention of His coronation with 
thorns, may by Him be worthily crowned 
with glory and honour in Heaven. Who 
liveth and reigneth with Thee, in the unity 
of the Holy Ghost, one God, world without 
end. Amen. 
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Trials and Temptations. 


O Maker of the world, give ear, 
Accept the prayer and own the tear 
Toward Thy Seat of Mercy sent, 

In this most holy Fast of Lent. 


Tue toil of the disciples in rowing and the 
wind contrary to them, is a figure of the 
divers toils of the Holy Church, as, amid 
the waves of a world that fighteth against 
her, and the stormy blasts of unclean spirits, 
she laboureth to reach the rest of her Father- 
land above, as a shore safe for her anchor. 
Here also it is well said that the ship was 
in the midst of the sea, and He alone on the 
land; for sometimes it cometh to pass that 
the Church is, by the great pressure of the 
Gentiles, not only so afflicted, but also 
befouled, that it seemeth as though, if it 
were possible, her Redeemer had for the 
time forsaken her. 
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Whence it is that there cometh that cry 
of hers, when she is taken amid the waves, 
and the winds of temptations that break 
upon her, and with piteous entreaty she 
calleth upon Him to protect her—‘‘ Why 
standeth Thou afar off, O Lord; why hidest 
Thou Thyself in times of trouble?” (Ps. ix. 
22). And, in the verses that follow, she 
telleth Him what saith the enemy that 
persecuteth her, saying: ‘‘For he hath 
said in his heart: God hath forgotten; He 
hideth His face: He will never see it” (zbzd. 
32). 
Verily, He forgetteth not the prayers of 
the poor, neither turneth He His face away 
from any that putteth his trust in Him; yea, 
rather to him whosoever is striving with the 
enemy, He giveth help to conquer, and, 
whosoever conquereth, to him He giveth 
an everlasting crown. For the which reason 
also it is here said plainly: ‘‘ He saw them 
toiling in rowing.” The Lord seeth them 
that are toiling in the sea, albeit He be 
Himself on the land. Although He seems 
for a moment to tarry in succouring the 
distressed, nevertheless the look of His love 
is strengthening them, lest they should faint; 
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and sometimes He setteth them free, even 

by an open deliverance, conquering all their 

adversaries for them, as when He walked 

upon the swelling of the waves, and stilled 

them. 

(Homily by the Venerable Bede, Priest of Jarrow, Bk. 
ii., Cap. 28th on Mark vi. tom. v.) 


‘*Then shalt thou call, and the Lord shall 
answer ; thou shalt cry, and He shall say: 
Here I am.” 

(Ant. Vesp., Sat. before First Sun. in Lent.) 


PRAYER. 


Hear our prayer, O Lord, and grant unto 
us that we may keep, with all earnestness 
and godliness, this solemn Fast, ordained 
for the health both of our bodies and of our 
souls. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Thy 
Son, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee, in 
the unity of the Holy Ghost, one God, world 
without end. Amen. 

(Prayer at Lauds of the day.) 
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Faith and Good Works. 


So mortify we every sense 
By grace of outward abstinence, 
That from each spot and stain of sin 
The soul may keep her fast within. 


Ir, without keeping the Commandments, it 
be possible to attain unto life by faith only 
(and ‘‘ faith, if it hath not works, is dead ” 
—James ii. 17), how can it be true that the 
Lord will say to such as He shall have set 
on His left hand: ‘‘ Depart from Me, ye 
cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for 
the devil and his angels”? He rebuked 
them, not because they have not believed in 
Him, but because they have not wrought 
good works. Yea, lest any man should 
promise himself life eternal by faith only 
(and ‘‘ faith, if it hath not good works, is 
dead”), the Lord saith He will gather 
together all nations—nations who have lived 
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mingled together in the same countries, that 
we may seem to hear them which have 
believed indeed in Him, but have not 
wrought good works (as though that their 
dead faith could, ‘‘ being alone,” lead them 
into life eternal), that we may seem to hear 
such crying unto Him, ‘‘ Lord, when saw 
we Thee suffering such and such things, 
and did not minister unto Thee ?” 

If they shall go into everlasting fire who 
have not done works of mercy, shall not 
they go who have taken their neighbour’s 
goods? Or shall not they go who have 
outraged the temple of God in their own 
selves, and so been merciless to themselves ? 
As if works of mercy could avail anything 
without love, contrary to the words ‘of the 
Apostle: ‘‘ Though I bestow all my goods 
to feed the poor, and have not charity, it 
profiteth me nothing” (1 Cor. xiii. 3). And 
what manner of love to his neighbour hath 
he who loveth him as himself and loveth not 
himself ?—remembering that ‘‘ he that loveth 
iniquity hateth his own soul ” (Ps. x. 6). 

Neither dare we say here that by which 
some delude themselves, namely, that the 
fire indeed is everlasting, but that they will 
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not burn therein everlastingly. Such men 
say that they whose faith is dead will pass 
through that everlasting fire, and that they 
are they to whom it is promised that they 
themselves ‘‘shall be saved, yet so as by 
fire” (1 Cor. iii. 15). So that, though the 
fire itself be everlasting, the burning of the 
damned therein, that is, the work of the fire 
upon them, will not be everlasting. As 
though the Lord were answering this before- 
hand, the last words of His sermon are: 
** And these shall go away into everlasting 
punishment, but the righteous into life 
eternal.”’ As the fire, so shall the burning 
be; and the Truth biddeth us know that 
they shall burn therein who have lacked, not 
faith, but good works. 

(Homily by St. Austin, Bishop of Hippo, on Faith 


and Works, xv. 4.) 


Deal thy bread tothe hungry, and bring 
the poor and the wanderer to thine house. 
Then shall thy light break forth in the 
morning, and thy righteousness shall go 
before thee. 


(viii. Resp., iii, Noct., 1 Sun. Lent.) 
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PRAYER. 


O God, Who dost every year purge Thy 
Church by the Fast of Forty Days, grant 
unto this Thy family, that what things 
soever they strive to obtain at Thy hand by 
abstaining from meats, they may ever turn 
to profit by good works. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ Thy Son, Who liveth and 
reigneth with Thee, in the unity of the Holy 
Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen. 


HYMN. 


O Maker of the world, give ear, 
Accept the prayer aad own the tear 
Toward Thy seat of mercy sent 
In this most holy Fast of Lent. 


Each hurt is manifest to Thee : 
Thou knowest our infirmity ; 

Forgive Thou then each soul that fain 
Would seek to Thee, and turn again. 
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Our sins are manifest and sore, 

But pardon them that sin deplore ; 

And, for Thy Name’s sake, make each soul 
That feels and owns its languor whole. 


So mortify we every sense 

By grace of outward abstinence, 
That from each stain and spot of sin 
The soul may keep her fast within. 


Grant, O Thou Blessed Trinity ! 
Grant, O essential Unity ! 

That this our Fast of forty days 
May work our profit and Thy praise. 


(Vespers, First to Fourth Sunday in Lent.) 
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The Perfect Fast. 


The day is near when all re-blooms— 
Thine own blest day, O Lord! 

We too would joy, by Thy right hand 
To life’s true path restored. 


Let us see what is mystically signified by 
that one infirm man whom alone the Lord, 
keeping to a mysterious unity, chose out of 
so many sufferers to be the subject of His 
healing power. He found in him a certain 
number of years of sickness. He had an 
infirmity thirty and eight years. How this 
number is proper rather to weakness than 
to health will now be the subject of a few 
careful remarks. I bespeak your attention: 
the Lord will be present, that I may speak 
fitly, and you may understand. The number 
forty is put before us as hallowed, and in a 
way perfect. I think that your love knoweth 
this; God’s Scriptures often and often 
witness it. Ye well know that a Fast of 
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this number is hallowed. Moses fasted forty 
days, Elias did the same. And our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ Himself fasted 
this number of days complete. Moses 
representeth the Law, Elias the Prophets, 
and the Lord the Gospel. And therefore 
these three appeared on the Mount of the 
Transfiguration. There the Lord showed 
Himself to His disciples, with His face 
shining as the sun, and His raiment glisten- 
ing; and He stood between Moses and 
Elias; as it were, the Gospel receiving 
testimony, on the one hand from the Law, 
and, on the other, from the Prophets. 
Whether, therefore, it be in the Law, or 
in the Prophets, or in the Gospel, the 
number of forty is recommended to us for 
Fast-days. The great and general Fast is 
this: to abstain from the iniquity of the 
world and her forbidden pleasures. This is 
the perfect Fast, ** that, denying ungodliness 
and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly in this present world.” 
After such a Fast, what is the Feast that 
followeth? Hear what the Apostle saith in 
continuation: ‘‘ Looking for that blessed 
hope, and the glorious appearing of the 
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great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ” 
(Titus ji. 12-13). We, then, make our pil- 
grimage in this world a Lent, by living good 
lives and abstaining from her iniquities and 
her forbidden pleasures. But at the end of 
this life-long Lent there will be an Easter 
indeed. We ‘‘look for that blessed hope, 
and the glorious appearing of the great God 
and our Saviour Jesus Christ.’ Ww hen that 
hope is realized, when that faith is swallowed 
up in knowledge, then indeed shall we 
receive every mana penny. In good sooth, 
it is true that every labourer in the vineyard 
will get his wages—witness that Gospel 
which I believe ye have not forgotten (Matt. 
xx. 1-16), and which it is not my business 
to quote again as if ye were ignorant chil- 
dren. Now, the word used in the original 
for this penny which the labourers received 
is ‘‘denarion.” And the derivation of the 
word ‘‘ denarion” is the numeral ‘‘ decem,” 
ten. There are forty days in Lent, and if 
we add ten we get fifty. So do we toil in 
fasting for the forty days of Lent before 
Easter, and then when we have, as it were, 
received our reward, we keep holiday for the 
fifty days of Easter-tide. 
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Remember how I remarked that the man 
healed by our Lord at the pool of Bethesda 
had had an infirmity eight and thirty years. 
I wish to explain why this number of thirty- 
eight is proper rather to weakness than to 
health. ‘‘ Love is the fulfilling of the law” 
(Rom. -xiii. 10) ; to the fulfilling of the law 
belongeth in every work the number forty. 
But in love we have given us two precepts: 
** Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with 
all thy mind. This is the first and great 
Commandment.” And the second is like 
unto it: ‘* Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself.” On these~two Commandments 
hang all the law and the prophets ” (Matt. 
xx. 37-40). When the widow gave all she 
had for an offering to God she gave two 
mites (Mark xii. 42) ; the innkeeper received 
two pence wherewith to cure him that had 
fallen among thieves (Luke x. 35); Jesus 
abode for two days among the Samaritans 
(John iv. 40), that He might establish them 
in love. When, then, any good is spoken 
of as two, the two great divisions of love 
are the chief mystic interpret ations. If, 
then, the law is fulfilled in the number forty, 
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and it is not fulfilled if there be lacking the 
two precepts of love, what wonder is it that 
he was infirm who lacked two of the forty ? 
(Homily by St. Austin, Bishop of Hippo, 
17th Tract on St. John.) 


** Cry aloud, spare not ; lift up thy voice 
like a trumpet, and show My people their 
transgressions, and the house of Jacob their 
sins.” 

(Zsaz. lviii. 1, Chapter at Lauds, Monday, first week 
in Lent.) 


PRAYER. 

Hear us, O merciful God, and cause the 
bright beams of Thy grace to shine upon 
our souls. Through our Lord Jesus Christ 
Thy Son, Who liveth and reigneth with 
Thee in the unity of the Holy Ghost, one 
God, world without end. Amen. 
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The Agony in the Garden, 


O my Father! O my Father! 
Let this Chalice pass away ; 
Yet not my will, Thy will rather 

Be accomplished this day. 


“Remove this cup from Me”—the man 
shrank from death, the God remaineth un- 
shaken in the counsel of His own will. 
We must needs die to this world that we 
may rise again to God, that in accordance 
with God’s sentence the law of the curse 
may work itself out by our return to the 
dust of the earth from whence we were 
taken. 

‘Nor My will, but Thine be done.” In 
these words our Lord signified by ‘*‘ My 
will’? His human will, and by the Father’s 
will. His own Divine will. The wills of 
men are temporal, but the will of God is 
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eternal. There is not one will of the 
Father and another will of the Son. There 
is but one will where there is but one God. 
Learn, nevertheless, from the example of 
Christ to be resigned to God’s will, and 
not to choose that which best pleaseth thy- 
self, but that which thou knowest will best 
please God. 

Then, let us consider the special meaning 
of His different expressions. ‘*My soul is 
exceedingly sorrowful even unto death” 
(Matt. xxvi. 38). So also elsewhere He 
saith : ‘* Now is My Soul troubled ” (John 
xii. 27). It was not He Who had taken the 
manhood into God Who was troubled, but 
the manhood which He had so taken. The 
soul of man is able to be moved by divers 
feelings, but not so God’s. ‘The Spirit 
indeed is willing, but the Flesh is weak” 
(Matt. xxvi. 41). That which was ex- 
ceedingly sorrowful was not Himself, but 
His Soul. The Eternal Wisdom was not 
sorrowful, the Divine Being was not sorrow- 
ful, but the human soul of Jesus was 
sorrowful. He had taken into the Godhead 
a Soul, but a Soul of the same nature as 
mine. I am not deceived into thinking that 
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it was one thing when it seemed another. 
Sorrowful He seemed to be, and sorrowful 
He was—not at the thought of His Own 
sufferings, but of our sins. 

Then he saith: ‘‘I will smite the shepherd, 
and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered 
abroad” (Matt. xxvi. 31). He was sorrowful 
because He was leaving us orphans. But 
how resolutely He was giving Himself up 
to die is sufficiently clear by what followed, 
when He went to meet those that sought 
Him, when He calmed the agitated, when 
He nerved the timid, when He received the 
traitor himself with the condescension of a 
kiss. Neither is it other than the truth to 
say that He was sorrowful for their sakes 
who were hunting Him down, since He 
knew what a punishment they were to 
undergo for that unutterable crime. And 
because of all these things He said: ‘ Let 
this cup pass from Me.” It was not that 
the Divine Son of the Divine Being was 
afraid to die, but He would not that even 
wicked men should perish on His account. 


(St. Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, Bk. x., Comm. on 
Luke xxii. ; iii. Noct. F., Prayer of our Lord.) 
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‘* What ! could ye not watch with Me one 
hour? Watch and pray ; that ye enter not 
into temptation.” 


(Chapter at Lauds of the Feast, Matt. xxvi.) 


PRAYER. 


O Lord Jesus Christ, Who in the garden 
didst both by Thy word and by thine example 
teach us to pray that we enter not into 
temptation, mercifully grant that we may 
ever be so instant in prayer, that we may 
worthily gain the comfortable fruits thereof. 
Who livest and reignest with God the 
Father, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, one 
God, world without end. Amen. 
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On Bearing our Cross. 


The Royal Banners forward go, 

The Cross shines forth in mystic glow, 
Where Life for sinners death endured, 
And life by death for man procured. 


DEARLY beloved brethren, we know that of 
all the solemn feasts which are kept by 
Christians, the Passover is the chief. The 
ordinances of the whole rest of the year 
are ordered to the end of preparing us 
to come to this one in worthy and meek 
manner, But these days which now are, 
are they which ought most especially to stir 
up a godly mind in us seeing, that they are 
they which are nearest to that most glorious 
mystery of God’s mercy? In these days the 
holy apostles, taught by the Holy Ghost, 
ordered the chiefest store of fasting, that 
we, sharing the Cross with Christ, might, 
albeit we are what we are, in Him do some 
of the same things which He did for our 
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sakes, and so realise the saying of the 
Apostle: ‘‘ If we suffer with Him, we shall 
also be glorified together” (Rom. viii. 17). 
He that is ‘“‘partaker of the sufferings” 
(2 Cor. i. 7) of the Lord hath a sure and 
certain hope of that blessedness which He 
hath promised unto us. 

Dearly beloved brethren, there is no man 
to whom the state of the age in which he 
liveth denieth a share in this glory of par- 
taking, first the sufferings, and then the 
triumph and joy of Christ. It is not as 
though this time of peace were barren in 
occasions of valour. The apostle giveth us 
this warning: ‘All that will live godly in 
Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution” (2 
Tim. iii. 12). And, therefore, as long as 
godliness is watchful, persecution will never 
be asleep. The Lord Himself saith in one 
of His own exhortations: ‘‘ He that taketh 
not his cross and followeth after Me, is not 
worthy of Me” (Matt. x. 38). And we 
must not doubt that these words of Christ 
apply not only to His immediate disciples, to 
whom He spoke them, but belong to all the 
Faithful and to the whole Church, who, 
whosoever be the believers of whom she is 
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for the time composed on earth, heareth in 
these words the way to be saved which her 
Lord hath appointed for them. 

As, then, it is the duty of the whole body 
of the Church to live godly, so is it her right 
at all times to be a-bearing of her Master’s 
Cross, and that not only in her general body, 
but individually in the person of each one of 
her members, who differ every one from 
another in the way in which they have to carry 
it, and the shape in which it is laid upon 
them. The one common name for all their 
carrying the Cross is persecution, but the 
manner of his wrestling is special to each ; 
and there is often more danger in the 
ambush than in the pitchfield of battle. 
Blessed Job, who had tried both the goods 
and the ills of this world, said: ‘‘Is not the 
life of man upon earth a warfare?”’ (vii. 1). 
The attack upon the faithful soul arrayeth 
itself not alone in bodily torture and punish- 
ment; yea, when the limbs are sound 
enough, fearful is the ravage that threateneth 
us when the lusts of the flesh unnerve us. 
But when ‘‘the flesh lusteth against the 
spirit, and the spirit against the flesh” (Gal. 
iv. 7), the reasonable mind findeth her 
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reinforcement in the helpful Cross of Christ, 
and though she be lured by foul cravings, 
yet refuseth to give her consent, for God 
maketh her pure thoughts to tremble for 
fear of Him (Ps. cxviii. 120). 

(The Lesson is taken from the Sermons of Pope St. Leo 
the Great, 9th for Lent; ii. Noct., Passion Sunday.) 


To-day if ye will hear the voice of the 
Lord, harden not your hearts. 
({nvit., Passion Sunday.) 


PRAYER. 

We beseech Thee, Almighty God, merci- 
fully to look upon this family, that by 
Thy goodness they may be governed and 
preserved evermore, both in body and soul. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Thy Son, 
Who liveth and reigneth with Thee, in the 
unity of the Holy Ghost, one God, world 
without end. Amen. 
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Christ’s Mystical Members. 


Christ is made the sure Foundation, 
And the precious Corner-stone, 
Who, the two walls underlying, 
Bound in each, binds both in me; 
Holy Zion's help for ever, 

And her confidence alone. 


In this chapter (John vii.) of the Gospel, 
my Brethren, our Lord Jesus Christ hath 
much commended Himself unto our faith 
as touching His Manhood. At the same 
time His words and works were always 
Such as to give us to believe that He is both 
God and Man, yea, that God Who made us 
and that Man Who hath sought us; yea, 
God the Son, Who, as touching His God- 
head, is always with the Father (John i. 18; 
iii. 13.), and as touching His Manhood, hath 
been with us in time (Matt. i. 23). For He 
had not sought the work of His hands, 
unless He had been made His own work 
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(John i. 14). Keep this well in mind, and 
let your hearts never forget it, namely, that 
Christ was not made man so as to cease to 
be God. He Who made the Manhood took 
it into that Godhead, which is His from 
everlasting to everlasting. 

While, therefore, He lay hid in the Man- 
hood, we must not think that He had suf- 
fered any lessening of power, but that He 
was giving example to our weakness. 
When He willed it, He was taken; when 
He willed it, He was put to death (John x. 
18). But since He was to have members, 
that is, His faithful people, who would not 
have that power over their lives which He, 
our God, had over His, He hid Himself, He 
concealed Himself, as if it were to escape 
being put to death, to show what should be 
done by those, His members, in whom He 
should dwell. 

For Christ is not the Head of His Church 
in such sense that He is not in her Body ; 
but the whole Christ is in the Head, and the 
whole Christ is in the Body. That, then, 
which His members are is Himself (though 
that which He is, that are not therefore 
His members). For if His members had not 


LENTEN READINGS, 33 


been indeed His Own, how had He said unto 
Saul—(Acts ix. 4): ‘‘ Why persecutest thou 
Me? ”’—since Saul was not persecuting Him 
in Himself, but in His members, that is, in 
His faithful ones which were upon earth. 
He said not, ‘‘ Why persecutest thou My 
holy ones?” nor ‘ My servants”; no, nor yet 
called He them by that more honourable 
name, ‘‘My brethren,” but, ‘* Why per- 
secutest thou Me?’’—that is, ‘‘ the members 
of My Body, whose Head I am.” 
(St. Austin, Bishop of Hippo, 71st Treat. on St. John, 
Monday in Passion Week.) 

“‘T have power > lay down My life, and 
I have power to thee it again.” 

(Ant. at Vespers, Tuesday in Holy Week.) 
PRAYER. 

O Lord, we beseech Thee to give us grace 
to endure to the end in doing Thy Will, that 
in our days Thy people which serve Thee 
may have increase, both as touching better- 
ing of their works and multiplying of their 
numbers. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Thy Son, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee 


in the unity of the Holy Ghost, one God, 
world without end. Amen. 
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Hypocrisy. 


Henceforth more sparing let us be 

Of food, of words, of sleep ; 

Henceforth beneath a stricter guard 

The roving senses keep. 
‘*But I say unto you: Love your enemies, 
do good to them that hate you.” There are 
many who judge of the Commandments of 
the Lord by their own weakness, and not by 
the strength of His Saints; and so deem 
Him to have commended things impossible. 
These are they who think that not to hate 
their enemies is all that they are able to do; 
and that to command us to love them is to 
command more than man’s nature can bear. 
It behoveth them to know that this which 
Christ commandeth is not impossible, albeit 
perfect. 

This is what David did in respect of Saul 
and Absalom; the martyr Stephen also 
prayed for his enemies, even while they were 
stoning him; and Paul ‘could wish that 
himself were accursed from Christ for his” 
persecutors (Rom. ix. 3). And this Jesus 
Himself did, as well as taught, when He 
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said: ‘‘ Father, forgive them, for they know 
not what they do” (Luke xxiii. 34). 

“‘That ye may be the children of your 
Father, Who is in Heaven.” If he that 
doeth the Commandments of God becometh 
a son of God, then is he not a son by nature, 
but by his own choice ? 

ee Therefore when thou doest thine alms, 
do not sound a trumpet before thee, as the 
hypocrites do in the synagogues, and in the 
Streets, that they may have glory of men.” 
He that soundeth a trumpet before him when 
he doth alms is an hypocrite. He that dis- 
figureth his face when he fasteth, to the end 
that he may show the emptiness of his belly 
in his looks, he also is an hypocrite. He 
that prayeth in the synagogues and in the 
corners of the streets, that he may be seen 
of men, is an hypocrite. 

From all of which we gather that an hypo- 
crite is one who doeth anything that he may 
have glory of men. To me also it seemeth 
that he who saith unto his brother, ‘‘ Let me 
pull out the mote out of thine eye,” that he 
also is an hypocrite ; for he bien to take 
upon him that office for vain-glory’s sake, 
that he himself may appear righteous. 


36 


Wherefore the Lord saith untohim: ‘‘ Thou 
hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine 
own eye.” Thus we see that it is not the 
doing good, but the motive which moveth 
us to do good, which will meet with reward 
from God; and if thou stray but a little 
from the right way, it is of small moment 
whether thou wander to the right hand or to 
the left when once thou hast lost the straight 
path. 

(Homily by St. Jerome, Priest at Bethlehem, Bh. i., 


on Comm. on Mait. v. and vi.) 


‘*When thou doest alms, let not thy left 
hand know what thy right hand doeth.” 


(Ant. Lauds, sixth day after Quing. Sun.) 


PRAYER. 


O Lord, graciously look down upon Thy 
people, and purge the same from all sin, for 
then shall no evil be able to hurt them, when 
no iniquity hath hold upon them. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ Thy Son, Who liveth 
and reigneth with Thee, in the unity of the 
Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. 
Amen. 
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Reverence in the House of God. 


Our sins are manifold and sore, 

But pardon them that sin deplore ; 

And for Thy name's sake make each soul, 
That feels and owns its languor, whole. 


THE same thing which the Lord showed ina 
figure by cursing the barren fig-tree, He 
afterwards more plainly put before us by 
casting out the desecrators of the temple. 
The tree herself had not sinned by bearing 
no fruit when the Lord was hungry, for the 
time of figs was not yet come; but those 
priests had sinned who were carrying on 
worldly business in the Lord’s house, and 
who neglected to bring forth that fruit of 
godliness which they owed, and which the 
Lord was hungry to find in them. The Lord 
made the fig-tree to wither away under His 
curse, that all men who saw it, and all men 
who hear of it, might know that they will 
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be condemned by the judgment of God if 
they content themselves with the talk of 
godliness, without the solid fruit of good 
works, even as that barren fig-tree was 
clothed only with a rustling garb of green 
leaves. 

But because the buyers and sellers under- 
stood not the parable of the barren fig-tree, 
the Lord brought upon them the stroke of 
the punishment that they had deserved, and 
cast out the traffickers in earthly things from 
that house, wherein it had been commanded 
that nothing should be done save the work 
of God, sacrifices and prayers offered up to 
Him, and His word read, taught, and sung. 
And yet it may be believed that nothing was 
being sold or bought in the temple save such 
things as were needful for the service thereof, 
as we read in another place (John ii. 14), 
that when Jesus went into the temple, ‘‘ He 
found those that sold oxen and sheep and 
doves "’; and all these things were doubtless 
there for no other end but to be offered to 
God in that His holy house, and were sold 
by the natives to those worshippers who 
came from a distance to be so used, 

If, therefore, the Lord would not have to 
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be sold in the temple even such things as He 
willed should be offered therein (on account, 
that is, of the greed or dishonesty which is 
often the stain of such transactions), with 
what anger, suppose ye, W ould He visit such 
as He might find laughing or gossiping 
there, or yielding to any other sin? If the 
Lord suffered not to be carried on in His 
house such worldly business as may be freely 
done elsewhere, how gs more shall such 
things as ought never to be done anywhere 
draw down the anger of God if they be done 
in His own holy house? Lastly, the Holy 
Ghost came down upon the Lord in the shape 
of a dove, and by doves therefore may be 
signified the gifts ‘of that Holy Spirit. They, 
then, to this de iy sell doves in the temple of 
God who take money in the church for the 
laying on of their he unds, whereby the Holy 
Ghost is given from heaven. 


(Homily by the Venerable Bede, Priest at Yarrow, 
4th for Lent, Tom. Vii.) 


Behold now is the acceptable time ; now 
is the day of salvation ; giving no offence to 
any, that our ministry be not blamed. 

(Chapter at Sext., 1st Sun. Lent, 2 Cor. vi. 2.) 
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PRAYER. 


O Lord, may our prayers come up before 
Thy presence, and do Thou mercifully rid 
Thy Church of all wickedness. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ Thy Son, Who liveth 
and reigneth with Thee in the unity of the 
Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. 
Amen, 
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Our Model in time of Prayer. 


Pitying the world’s disaster, 
Yearning to repair its fall, 

Prone upon the earth, our Master 
Prays for pardon for us all. 


Tue Lord hath indeed taught us to pray, not 
by words only, but also by deeds. He Him- 
self prayed oftentimes, and right earnestly, 
and showed us by the witness of His own 
example what we are behoven to do; as it 
is written: ‘‘And He withdrew Himself 
into the wilderness and prayed” (Luke v. 
16). And again: ‘‘ And it came to pass in 
those days that Jesus went out into a moun- 
tain to pray, and continued all night in 
prayer to God” (Luke vi. 12). If He prayed 
Who was without sin, how much more are 
sinners beholden to pray? And if He re- 
mained all night in unceasing prayer, how 
much more ought we to watch by night in 
common prayer? The Lord prayed and 
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besought, but not for Himself—for what had 
the Innocent One to ask for for Himself? 
But it was for us sinners that He prayed, as 
Himself declareth when He saith to Peter : 
**Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired 
to have you, that he may sift you as wheat ; 
but I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail 
not” (Luke xxii. 31-32). And a little while 
after He prayed to the Father for all, say- 
ing: ‘‘ Neither pray I for these alone, but 
for them also which shall believe on Me 
through their word, that they all may be one ; 
as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee; 
that they also may be one in Us” (John 
XVii. 20-21). 

(Written by the Holy Martyr Cyprian, Bishop of 

Carthage ; 4th Lesson, F. Prayer of our Lord.) 


He offered up prayers like a true High 
Priest. That He prayed we read oftentimes 
in the Gospel, especially in that according 
to St. Luke, who draweth Him in His 
Priestly character. But even as all things 
which He did in the Flesh, His prayers and 
supplications were for men. Through all 
His life He prayed to the Father touching 
the Resurrection of His own Flesh and our 
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salvation, and at the last moment before He 
suffered He offered up supplications, that 
is, prayers most beseeching and most vehe- 
ment, with the utmost passion and tender- 
ness of His heart, when ‘‘ being in an agony 
He prayed more earnestly, and His sweat 
Was as it were great drops of blood falling 
down to the ground” (Luke xxii. 44). These 
prayers and supplications He offered up unto 
the Father, Who met Him half-way by 
hearing Him. He offered them up unto 
Him that was able to save Him from death, 
that is, to raise Him up again—unto Him of 
Whom He knew that He was able to save 
Him, that is, to make Him so that He could 
die no more and suffer no more, by deliver- 
ing Him from death, so that His soul was 
not left in hell, neither did His Flesh see 
corruption in the grave. 

And these prayers and supplications He 
offered up with strong crying, that is, with 
the keenest and liveliest yearning of godly 
desire, as when, being in an agony, He 
prayed more earnestly, and even with tears, 
for in that lengthened prayer we must believe 
that He shed tears as well as those drops of 
blood which trickled down His Body in the 
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place of sweat. And He was heard, for in 
rising again He received that for which He 
had asked. He was heard, that is, He in 
especial was heard in a sense of thorough- 
ness in which no other hath ever been heard ; 
since, after the throes of the struggle were 
over, the Father exalted Him above every- 
thing created. Moreover, He was heard on 
account of reverent submission, which 
meaneth either that He was heard because, 
as the Son of God, reverent submission was 
due to His wishes; or else that He was 
heard because of His reverent submission to 
the Will of God, in that He feared and 
honoured the Father above all. Or again, 
we may understand that He was _ heard 
because His reverent submission merited 
that He should be heard. The outpouring 
of His Blood may in itself be called a strong 
cry, wherein He was heard on account of 
His reverent submission to such suffering. 
His reverent submission in that case lay in 
this, that having never done any evil, He 
was willing to suffer simply out of love. 


(Comm. on Ep. Heb., written by St. Anselm, Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury ; 5th and 6th Noct. of the 
Comm. Prayer of our Lord.) 


LENTEN READINGS. 45 


The prayer of the humble pierceth the 
clouds, and till it come nigh he will not be 
comforted, and will not depart till the Most 
High shall behold. 


(Fifth Resp., ii. Noct. of the Feast.) 


PRAYER. 


O Lord Jesus Christ, Who in the garden 
didst both by Thy word and by Thine example 
teach us to pray that we enter not into 
temptation, mercifully grant that we may 
ever be so instant in prayer, that we may 
worthily gain the comfortable fruits thereof. 
Who livest and reignest with God the Father 
in the unity of the Holy Ghost, one God, 
world without end. Amen. 


HYMN. 


Now, with the slow revolving year, 
Again the Fast we greet ; 

Which in its mystic circle moves 

Of forty days complete. 
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The Fast, by Law and Prophet taught, 
By Jesus Christ restored ; 

Jesus, of seasons and of times 
The Maker and the Lord. 


Henceforth more sparing let us be 
Of food, of words, of sleep ; 

Henceforth beneath a stricter guard 
The roving senses keep. 


And let us shun whatever things 
Distract the careless heart ; 
And let us shut our souls against 

The tyrant tempter’s art. 


And weep before the Judge, and strive 
His vengeance to appease ; 

Saying to Him with contrite voice 
Upon our bended knees : 


Much have we sinned, O Lord! and still 
We sin each day we live ; 

Yet look in pity from on high, 
And of Thy grace forgive. 


Remember that we still are Thine, 
Though of a fallen frame ; 

And take not from us in Thy wrath 

The glory of Thy name. 
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Undo past evil; grant us, Lord, 
More grace to do aright ; 

So may we now and ever find 
Acceptance in Thy sight. 


Blest Trinity in Unity ! 
Vouchsafe us in Thy love 

To gather from these fasts below 
Immortal fruit above. 


(Matins, First to Fourth Sunday in Lent.) 
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The Great Blessings of Fasting. 


Grant, O Thou Blessed Trinity! 
Grant, O Essential Unity! 

That this our Fast of forty days 
May work our profit and Thy praise. 


WE know that it was with and by fasting 
that Moses went up into the Mount, for he 
had not dared to go up to that smoking 
summit, nor to have entered that darkness, 
except he had been made strong by a Fast. 
It was with fasting that he received the 
commandments written by the finger of God 
on tables of stone. Upon the mountain 
that Fast made interest with Him Whose 
Law was given unto it; but, below, gluttony 
was leaving the people to the worship of 
idols and polluting them. It is written : 
‘* The people sat down to eat and to drink 
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and rose up to play” (Ex. xxxii. 6). That 
one fit of drunken frenzy on the part of 
the people made void and of none effect all 
the toil and patience of the forty days, 
during the which the servant of God had 
fasted and prayed unceasingly. To the Fast 
had been given those tables of stone written 
on with the finger of God; the Feast’s work 
was to break them, by the hand of the most 
Holy Prophet, who deemed a nation of 
drunkards unmeet to receive Law from God. 

In a moment of time that people, who 
had by great wonders been taught to wor- 
ship God, were by gluttony dropped back 
into the cesspool of Egyptian idolatry. The 
which things if thou wilt consider, thou 
shalt see that the tendency of fasting is to 
God-ward, and that of feasting is to hell- 
ward. 

What was it that degraded Esau and 
made him a slave to his brother? Was it 
not that one dish of pottage for which he 
sold his birth-right? (Gen. xxv. 29-34). 
Was it not prayer when joined to fasting 
that gave Samuel to his mother? (1 Kings 
[Sam.] i. 7-19). What made the mighty 
Samson invincible? Was it not the Fast 
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during the which he was conceived in his 
mother’s womb? The Fast it was which 
made him to be conceived ; the Fast which 
fed him; the Fast which made a man of 
him, even as the Angel of the Lord com- 
manded his mother, saying: ‘‘ She may not 
eat of anything that cometh of the vine, 
neither let her drink wine or strong drink” 
(Judges xiii. 14). Fasting is the mother of 
prophets, the strength and stay of mighty 
men. 

It is Fasting which giveth wisdom to 
lawgivers ; Fasting which is the trustiest 
keeper of the soul, and the safest com- 
panion for the body. It is Fasting which is 
strength and armour to mighty men; Fasting 
which maketh supple them which run and 
which wrestle. It is Fasting which maketh 
a man strong to strive against temptation, 
and which is to godliness as a fenced city ; 
even Fasting whose fellow is soberness, and 
her work temperance. It is Fasting which 
maketh men to wax valiant in fight ; Fasting 
which teacheth to rest in time of peace. 
Fasting maketh a Nazarite to be holy, and a 
Priest perfect. Without a fast it is unlawful 
to touch the sacrifice, not only in that mystic 
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and true worship of God which now is, but 
also according to the law in those sacrifices 
which were offered of old time as figures of 
the true. 

It was Fasting which opened the eyes of 
Elias to look upon the visions of God, even 
as it is written, that when he had fasted 
forty days and forty nights he was in the 
mount of God, even Horeb, and he was 
made able, so far as men may be made able, 
to see God ( igs xix. 8, e¢ seg.) Even 
so also was Sai in that mount forty days 
and forty nights fasting, at what time he 
again received the Law (Exod. xxxiv. 28). 
Unless the Ninevites had fasted, both man 
and beast, herd and flock, they had not 
escaped from the ruin that hung over them 
(Jonah iii. 7-10). In the wilderness fell 
some—and who were they? Yea, they were 
such as lusted after flesh meat (Num. xi. 33). 


(From the Sermons of St. Basil the Great, Archbishop 
of Cesarea-in-Pontus, 1st on Fasting.) 


Give ear, O my people, to my law : incline 
your ears to the words of my mouth. 
(9th Resp. Mid-Lent Sunday, at Matins.) 
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PRAYER. 


Grant, we beseech Thee, Almighty God, 
that we who for our evil deeds are worthily 
punished, may, by the comfort of Thy grace, 
mercifully be relieved. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, Thy Son, Who liveth and 
reigneth with Thee, in the unity of the Holy 
Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen. 
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The Prodigal Son. 


What wondrous pity Thee o’ercame 
To make our guilty load Thine own, 

And, sinless, suffer death and shame, 
For our transgressions to atone! 


Tuou seest how that the heavenly goods are 
given tosuchas seek them. Neither oughtest 
thou to think the father to blame because he 
gave to his younger son. In the Kingdom 
of God there is no age of weakness, neither 
doth faith wax infirm with years. He, 
surely, who asked deemed himself of suffi- 
cient age. And would that he had not left 
his father! Then had he been ignorant of 
the obstacle of his age! But after that he 
had left his father’s house, and had gone 
into a far country, he began to be in want. 
Well is he said to have worked his substance 
who hath cut himself off from the Church. 

He took his journey into a far country. 
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No man can go farther than to abandon his 
own better self, to leave, not his country, 
but his morals, and, as it were, in a hideous 
fever of lust after the world, to divorce him- 
self from the ties that bind him to holy 
things. Yea, he that turneth his back on 
Christ banisheth himself from his Fatherland, 
and becometh a citizen of the world. But 
we ‘‘ are no more strangers and foreigners, 
but fellow-citizens with the saints, and of 
the household of God,” since we ‘‘ who 
sometimes were afar off, are made nigh by 
the Blood of Christ” (Eph. ii. 19-23). Let 
us not envy the pleasures of them who remain 
in the far country. We too have once been 
there, but, as saith Isaiah, ‘ They that dwelt 
in the land of the shadow of death, upon 
them hath the light shined” (ix. 2). And 
that far country is the land of the shadow of 
death. 

But we to whom the Lord Christ is the 
breath of life are alive under the shadow of 
Christ. And therefore it is that the Church 
saith: ‘I sat down under His shadow with 
great delight” (Cant. ii. 3). The prodigal 
son by riotous living wasted all the gifts of 
nature. Take warning, O thou who art 
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made in the image and likeness of God, lest 
thou waste the same by brutish wallowing. 
Thou art the work of God; s say not ‘‘to a 
stork : Thou art my father ” (Jer. ii. 27), lest 
thou grow into the likeness M a stork, as it 
is written: ‘‘ They that make them are like 


unto them” (Ps. cxiii. 16). 


(Homily by St. Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, Bk. vii., 
Comment. on Luke xv; Sat., 2nd Wk, of Lent.) 


‘‘] will arise and go to my father, and 
will say unto him: Make me as one of thy 
hired servants.” 

(Ant. at Benedictus, Sat. before 2nd Sun. Lent.) 


PRAYER. 

Grant, O Lord, we beseech Thee, that our 
Fasts may bring forth their fruits unto salva- 
tion, that so the affliction which we lay upon 
our bodies may quicken our souls unto 
spiritual increase. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, Thy Son, Who liveth and reigneth 
with Thee in the unity of the Holy Ghost, 
one God, world without end. Amen. 


LENTEN READINGS. 


The Miracles of Christ, 


All-Bountiful Creator, Who, 

When Thou didst mould the world, didst drain 
The waters from the mass, that so 

Earth might immoveable remain; 

That its dull clods it might transmute 

To golden flowers in vale and wood, 

To juice of thirst-allaying fruit, 

And grateful herbage spread for food. 


THE miracles which our Lord Jesus Christ 
did were the very works of God, and they 
enlighten the mind of man by means of 
things which are seen, that he may know 
more of God. God is Himself of such a 
substance as eye cannot see, and the 
miracles, by which He ruleth the whole 
world continually and satisfieth the need of 
everything that He hath made, are by use 
become so common that scarce any will 
vouchsafe to see that there are wonderful 
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and amazing works of God in every grain of 
seed of grass. According to His mercy He 
kept some works to be done in their due 
season, but out of the common course and 
order of nature, that men might see them 
and be astonished, not because they are 
greater, but because they are rarer than 
those which they lightly esteem, since they 
see them day by day. 

For it is a greater miracle to govern the 
whole universe than to satisfy five thousand 
men with five loaves of bread; and yet no 
man marvelleth at it. At the feeding of the 
five thousand men marvel, not because it 
is a greater miracle than the other, but 
because it is rarer. For Who is He which 
now feedeth the whole world, but He which, 
from a little grain that is sown, maketh the 
fulness of the harvest? God worketh in 
both cases in one and the same manner. 
He which of the sowing maketh to come 
the harvest, is He which of the five barley 
loaves in His Hands made bread to feed five 
thousand men; for Christ’s are the Hands 
which are able to do both the one and the 
other. He which multiplieth the grains of 
corn multiplied the loaves, only not by 
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committing them to the earth whereof He is 
the Maker. 

This miracle, then, is brought to bear upon 
our bodies, that our souls may thereby be 
quickened ; shown to our eyes, to give food 
to our understanding; that, through His 
works which we see, we may marvel at that 
God Whom we cannot see; and being 
roused up to believe, and purified by be- 
lieving, we may long to see Him, yea, may 
know by things which are seen Him Who 
is unseen. Nor yet sufficeth it for us to see 
only this meaning in Christ’s miracles. Let 
us ask of the miracles themselves what they 
have to tell us concerning Christ—for, 
soothly, they have a tongue of their own, if 
only we will understand it. For, because 
Christ is the Word of God, therefore the 
work of the Word is a Word for us. 

(Homily by St. Austin, Bishop of Hippo., 24th Tract 
on St. John ,; iii. Noct. Mid-Lent). 


O Israél, if thou wilt harken unto Me, 
there shall no strange god be in thee, 
neither shalt thou worship any strange god : 
for I am the Lord. 

Beware, and obey My voice; then I will 
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be an enemy unto thine enemies, and an 
adversary unto thine adversaries ; for Mine 
Angel shall go before thee. 

(WV. and RY. 8th Resp. at Matins Mid-Lent.) 


PRAYER. 

Grant, we beseech Thee, Almighty God, 
that we who for our evil deeds are worthily 
punished, may, by the comfort of Thy grace, 
mercifully be relieved. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, Thy Son, Who liveth and 
reigneth with Thee in the unity of the Holy 
Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen. 


LENTEN READINGS. 


The Widow’s only Son. 


O still may pity Thee compel 
To heal the wounds of which we die, 
And take us in Thy light to dwell, 
Who for Thy blissful Presence sigh. 


TuE history which we here read in the Holy 
Gospel (Luke vii. 11) hath for us two gracious 
lessons, the one from the literal, and the 
other from the mystic interpretation thereof. 
According to the letter, then, we see how 
quickly the companion of God was aroused 
by the sorrow of this mother, who was a 
widow—a widow broken down by nursing 
her only son, or by the bitterness of her 
grief for his death. She was a widow also 
whose worshipful conversation is borne 
witness to by this, that ‘‘much people of 
the city was with her.” Mystically, how- 
ever, this widow encompassed by the multi- 
tude was something more than a poor woman 
whose tears won from the Lord the resurrec- 
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tion of her young and only son; for she is a 
type of our holy Mother the Church, who 
calleth back her young children to life from 
the pursuit of deathly vanities and soul- 
slaying horrors, by bidding them look on 
those tears which she sheddeth for such as 
they, and which it is unlawful for her to 
shed for them of whom she knoweth that 
they will rise again, viz., those ‘‘who are 
fallen asleep in Jesus.” 

This man, then, being dead, was carried 
out on a bier to the grave by four bearers, 
even as the sinner is borne to destruction by 
the four elements of which he is composed. 
But there was hope in his latter end from 
this, that that whereon he was carried was 
of wood, and wood, albeit it had profited us 
little before, is become everything to us now 
since ‘‘ Jesus touched it,” being a figure of 
that gibbet, the Cross, which was made 
thereof, and wherefrom salvation floweth 
unto all people. 

When, therefore, the horrid bearers of the 
corpse heard the commandment of God, they 
stood still and carried no further him who 
was dead through the fatal course of a 
material nature. And is not our case even 
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as that of the widow’s son when we lie, as it 
were, lifeless in our spiritual coffin, that is, 
in the last bed of our soul’s death, consumed 
by the fever of unbridled lust, or frozen by 
cold-heartedness, or with our whole manli- 
ness sapped by some degrading habit of this 
earthly body, or starved by a spiritual lock- 
jaw that shutteth our mouth to the bright 
food of our soul! These, and such as these, 
are they which carry us out to burial. 

But even at the last hour, when the hope 
of life hath been utterly extinguished, and 
the bodies of the dead are lying by the side 
of the grave, by the word of God those 
carcases live again, yea, arise and speak. 
Then doth Jesus deliver the son to his mother, 
for Jesus calleth him out of the grave and 
delivereth him from death. O, what is the 
grave of the soul but a bad life? Sinner! 
thy grave is unbelief, and thy throat is a 
sepulchre! Even so is it written: ‘‘ Their 
throat is an open sepulchre” (Ps. v. 11), 
whereout breathe their pestilential words. 
Lo! Christ maketh thee free from that 
grave! If only thou wilt hear the word of 
God, thou shalt yet arise from that sepulchre ! 
Yea, though thy sin be exceeding weighty, 
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so that the tears of thine own sorrow cannot 
wash it away, let thy Mother the Church 
weep for thee—that longing Mother who 
weepeth for every one of her children as 
though he were ‘‘ the only son of his mother, 
and she was a widow.” Believe me, her 
spiritual anguish is keen like the anguish of 
nature when she seeth her children dead in 
sin, and carried out to be buried for ever. 

(Homily by St 


Comm. on Li 


Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, Bk. v., 
te vii. Zhursday, 4th week in Lent.) 


‘* A great Prophet is risen up among us, 
and God hath visited His people.” 
(Ant. at Vesp. of the day.) 


PRAYER. 

O Almighty God, grant, we beseech Thee, 
that we who are chastened by this hallowed 
Fast may be gladdened by holy earnestness, 
and that as earthly attractions grow dimmer 
things heavenly may grow clearer. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, Thy Son, Who liveth 
and reigneth with Thee in the unity of the 
Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. 
Amen. 


LENTEN READINGS. 


The Holy Winding Sheet. 


Thy sufferings o’er—from hands and feet 
They drew the nails who loved Thee well; 
Into the linen’s spotless folds, 

Thy soulless body gently fell. 
Wuart is the meaning of this, that, not His 
Apostles, but Joseph, and as saith John, 
Nicodemus, performed the burial of Christ? 
The one was a just and bold man, the other 
a master in Israél. Such it beseemed Christ 
to have to lay Him in the grave, even He 
from Whom all justice and all rule proceed. 
Hereby no ground is left for dispute, and 
the Jews are confuted by witnesses from 
their own midst. The just man covereth 
the Body of Christ with linen, the guileless 
anointeth it with ointment. These dis- 
tinctions we find not idle, for the clothing of 
the Church is the righteousness of her 
saints (Apoc. xix. 8) and guilelessness 
bringeth her grace. 

Do thou, if thou also wilt be just, clothe 
Jin thy mind’s eye] the Body of the Lord, 
with that glory which is Its Own. Though 
thou believest It to be dead [in thy faith], 
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cover it with the fulness of the Godhead, 


which belongeth unto it. Anoint It with 
myrrh and aloes, that thou mayest be a 
good savour of Christ. The linen which 


the just Joseph gave was fine, and perchance 
the same as the great sheet knit at the four 
corners and let down to the earth, wherein 
were all manner of four-footed beasts of the 
earth, and wild beasts, and creeping things, 
and fowls of the air, figures of the Gentiles, 
which appeared unto Peter (Acts x. 11-12). 
With Christ was mystically buried in that 
Ointment of spikenard the Church, who 
bindeth together in her Communion all 
peoples, how divers soever they be. 

This Joseph is called by Luke just, and by 
Matthew rich. And well is he called rich 
which receiveth the Body of Christ. By 
receiving [the source of all] riches he bade 
farewell to lack faith. He that is just is 
rich. A just man therefore wrapped the 
Body in the linen, while an _ Israélite 
‘brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes 
about an hundred pound weight,”—that is to 
Say, the measure of perfect faith. ‘‘Then 
took they the body of Jesus, and wound It 
in linen clothes with the spices, as the 


6 


66 LENTEN READINGS. 


manner of the Jews is to bury” (John xix. 
38-42), wound It, not in the nooses of 
treachery, but in the bands of loyalty. And 
they laid It in that garden, whereunto the 
Church is so often compared, because of the 
manifold and divers fruits of good works 
and flowers of grace which do grow in her. 
(From the Sermons of St. Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, 
on Luke xxiii. ; ii. Noct. F., Enshroudment of 
our Lord.) 

Christ our Lord, Who recalleth the 
memory of His Sufferings by the thought of 
the Holy Shroud,—Him, O come, let us 
worship ! 

(Invit. at Matins of the Feast.) 


PRAYER. 


O God, Who hast left unto us [in the] 
records of Thy Sufferings [how Thou wast 
enshrouded] in the holy linen wherein Joseph 
wrapped Thy most sacred Body what time 
he had taken It down from the Cross, 
mercifully grant that through Thy death and 
Burial we may be brought unto the glory of 
Thy resurrection. Who livest and reignest 
with God the Father in the unity of the Holy 
Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen. 


Repentance, 


Much have we sinned, O Lord! and still 
We sin each day we live; 

Yet look in pity from on high, 
And of Thy grace forgive. 


AFTER the condemnation of the Jewish 
people, the mystery of the Church is plainly 
declared in the figures of the repentant 
Ninevites, and of the Queen of the South. 
Like that Queen, the Church cometh from 
the uttermost parts of the earth, to hear 
iy wisdom of the true Solomon, the Prince 


Peace. A Queen she is, and a Queen of 
one indivisible realm, w rought into one body 
out of all nations, however divers and 


distant. 

And thus cometh that great mystery of 
Christ and the Church, a mystery more 
excellent now in the fulness of truth than 
in the ancient type. For there they had in 
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Solomon only a type of that which Christ 
is now in His Own Person. And the Church 
is of two classes, whereof the one knoweth 
not how to sin, and the other sinneth no 
more. To wash away sin is the work of 
repentance, to eschew it that of wisdom. 

Lastly, the sign of the Prophet Jonas, as 
it was a figure of the Lord’s sufferings, was 
also a witness to the gravity of those sins 
which the Jews committed. At the same 
time we see in these words of our Lord a 
declaration at once of His power and of His 
love; for by turning our eyes on the Nine- 
vites He showeth us a way of escape, while 
He setteth before us the horror of what will 
otherwise be our punishment. Even the 
Jews need not cease to hope for pardon, if 
only they would repent. 


(Homily by St. Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, 7th Bk. 
on Luke, ch. xii.) 


Shut up alms in the breast of the poor, 
and it shall plead for you with the Lord. 
For as water will quench fire, so alms 
maketh an atonement for sins. 


(Eccles. xxix. 15; iii. Resp. Emb, Wed. at Matins.) 


LENTEN READINGS, 


PRAYER. 

O Lord, we beseech Thee to cast Thy bright 
beams of light upon our mind, that we may 
clearly see whatever things Thou wouldst 
have us to do, and have strength to do 
always, that is pleasing to Thee. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, Thy Son, Who liveth 
and reigneth with Thee in the unity of the 
Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. 
Amen. 


LENTEN READINGS. 


The Penitent Magdalen. 


His sacred Feet with tears of agony 
She bathes, and prostrate on the ground adores, 
Steeps them in kisses chaste, and wipes them dry 
With her own hair; then forth her precious oint- 
ment pours. 


WEN I think of the repentance of Mary 
Magdalene, I feel nigher to weep than to 
say aught. Is there indeed any man, how- 
ever strong his heart, who is not somewhat 
moved to follow the example of her repent- 
ance by the tears of that poor sinful woman? 
She weighed what she did, and would not 
that what she did should be niggardly. She 
came unbidden among the guests, and 
obtruded her tears upon the banquet. Ye 
may hence gather her sorrow, that she was 
content to weep at a feast. 

We believe that this woman, of whom 
Luke saith that she was ‘‘a woman of the 
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city, which was a sinner,” and of whom John 
nameth Mary (xi. 2), was the same as she of 
whom it is written in Mark (xvi. 9) that the 
Lord had cast out of her seven devils. And 
what signify seven devils but all manner of 
sin? For even as seven days do represent 
all time, so doth the number seven stand for 
all. Therefore is it said that Mary had 
seven devils, because she was full of all sin. 
But see how she realized the depth of her 
own filthiness, and came to be washed at the 
Well of Mercy, before all them which were 
bidden to the feast. The bitterness of her 
inward shame made her esteem it a light 
thing to be despised outwardly. At what 
then do we marvel, my brethren? That she 
came, or that the Lord welcomed her? Or 
would it be truer for me to say that He drew 
her to Him and welcomed her when she 
came? For His mercy inwardly drew her, 
and when she came His gentleness openly 
welcomed her. 
(Pope St. Gregory the Great, 33rd Hom. on the Gospels, 
Fifth day of Passion week.) 


She drew near therefore, not unto the 
Lord’s head, but unto His feet. She that 
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had so long walked the paths of sin betook 
her unto the feet that went about doing 
good. She first poured forth heart-felt tears, 
and washed the Lord’s feet with the humble 
service of her acknowledgment, wiped them 
with her hair, kissed them and anointed 
them. Her silence cried aloud, not in words, 
but in manifested love. The Pharisee, who 
had desired the Lord Jesus Christ that he 
would eat with him, belonged to that class 
of proud men concerning whom the Prophet 
Isaiah saith: ‘‘A people . . . which 
say, stand by thyself, come not near to me, 
for I am holier than thou” (Ixv. 5). When 
therefore he saw how this woman touched 
the Lord’s feet with her tears, her kisses, 
her hair, and her ointment, ‘he spake 
within himself, saying: ‘‘ This Man, if He 
were a Prophet, would have known who and 
what manner of woman this is that troubleth 
Him, for she is a sinner.” 

O Pharisee, that biddest and scornest the 
Lord! Thou invitest the Lord to meat, and 
thou knowest not Him that should have 
given thee to eat! Whence knowest thou 
that the Lord knoweth not who and what 
manner of woman this is, save from this, 
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that she is allowed to draw near unto Him, 
and that He suffereth her to kiss His feet, to 
Wipe them, and to anoint them? Ought not 
an unclean woman to have been permitted to 
do these things to clean feet? If such a 
woman had drawn near to the feet of this 
Pharisee, he would have said to her what 
Isaiah putteth into the mouth of such: 
** Stand by thyself, come not unto me, for I 
am holier than thou.” But she came unto 
the Lord unclean that she might go away 
cleansed; sick, that she might go away 
healed ; with confession, that she might go 
away with thanksgiving. 

(S. Austin, Bishop of Hippi, Bk. i, Hom. 23, Tom x., 


F, of St. Mary Magdalene, iii. Noct., 8th and oth 
Lessons.) 


The Angels say unto her: Woman, why 
weepest thou? He is risen, as He said. 
He goeth before you into Galilee; there 
shall ye see Him.” 

(iii. Resp., Feast St. Mary Magdalene.) 


PRAYER. 


Lord, we pray Thee that we may be 
holpen by the pleading of Blessed Mary 
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Magdalene, whose prayers so much availed 
with Thee, that Thou didst call up her 
brother Lazarus living from the dead, when 
he had lain in the grave four days already. 
Who liveth and reigneth with God the 
Father, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, one 
God, world without end. Amen. 


HYMN. 


The darkness fleets, and joyful earth 
Welcomes the new-born day ; 

Jesus ! true Sun of human souls ! 
Shed in our souls Thy ray! 


Thou, Who dost give the accepted time, 
Give tears to purify, 

Give flames of love to burn our hearts 
As victims unto Thee. 


The fountain whence our sins have flowed 
Shall soon in tears distil, 

If but Thy penitential grace 

Subdue the stubborn will. 
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The day is near when all re-blooms— 
Thine own blest day, O Lord! 

We too would j joy, by Thy right hand 
To life’s true path ‘restored. 


All glorious Trinity! to Thee 
Let earth’s vast fabric bend ; 
And evermore from souls renewed 
The Saints’ new song ascend. 


(Lauds, First to Fourth Sunday in Lent. 


LENTEN READINGS. 


Christ, Perfect God and Perfect Man. 


Undo past evil; grant us, Lord, 
More grace to do aright ; 

So may we now and ever find 
Acceptance in Thy sight. 


DeARLY beloved brethren, the Lesson from 
the Holy Gospel which, entering in by our 
bodily ears, hath knocked at the door of our 
inner mind, calleth us to understand a great 
mystery. This, by the grace of God, we 
shall the more readily do if we return to 
consider what hath been told us just before. 
The Saviour of mankind, even Jesus Christ, 
laying the foundations of that faith whereby 
the ungodly are called to righteousness and 
the dead to life, instilled into the minds of 
His disciples, both by the voice of His 
teaching and the wonder of His works, that 
they should believe Him, the one Christ, to 
be both the only-begotten Son of God and 
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the Son of man. Had they believed Him 
one of these and not the other, it had availed 
them nothing to salvation ; and the danger 
was equally great of holding the Lord Jesus 
Christ to be God without the Manhood, or 
Man only without the Godhead, since we are 
constrained to acknowledge that He is 
perfect God and perfect Man, and that as 
there is in the Godhead perfect Manhood, so 
there is in the Manhood perfect Godhead. 
To strengthen, therefore, the saving 
knowledge of this faith, the Lord had asked 
His disciples what, among the differing 
opinions of men, was their own belief and 
judgment as to Who He was. Then did the 
Apostle Peter, by the revelation of that 
Father Who is above all, rising above 
fleshly things, yea, ou itstripping the thoughts 
of men, then did he fix the eyes of his mind 
upon the Son of the living God, and confess 
the glory of the Godhead, for he looked not 
on the substance of the flesh and blood only. 
And in all the exaltation of this faith so well 
did he please God that he was gifted with 
that joyous blessing, the hallowed establish- 
ment of that impregnable rock, whereon the 
Church being founded, should prevail against 
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the gates of hell and the laws of death; 
neither, when anything is to be bound or 
loosed in heaven otherwise than as the judg- 
ment of Peter hath bound or loosed it upon 
earth, 

But, dearly beloved brethren, it behoved 
that the height of this understanding, which 
the Lord praised, should rest upon a founda- 
tion, and that foundation, the mystery of 
the lower nature, lest the faith of the Apostle, 
carried away by the glorious acknowledg- 
ment of the Godhead in Christ, should deem 
it unworthy and unnatural for the impassible 
God to take into Himself the frailty of our 
nature, and should thus believe that in 
Christ the Manhood had been so glorified as 
to be no longer able to suffer pain, or be 
dissolved in death. And therefore it was 
that, when the Lord said how that He must 
go up unto Jerusalem and suffer many 
things of the elders and chief priests and 
scribes, and be killed and rise again the 
third day, and the blessed Peter, bright with 
heavenly illumination, and still glowing with 
the passionate acknowledgment of the Divine 
Sonship, by a natural and, as seemed to him, 
a godly shrinking, could not bear the men- 
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tion of mockery and insult and a cruel death, 
he was corrected by the merciful rebuke ot 
Jesus, and moved rather to desire to be a 
partaker in the sufferings of his Master. 


(Homily by Pope St. Leo the Great.) 


**O Father, glorify Thou me with Thine 
Own Self, with the glory which I had with 
Thee before the w orld was. 


(Ant. at Benedictus, Sat. before Palm Sun.) 


PRAYER. 

Look down mercifully, O Lord, we be- 
seech Thee, upon Thy people, and ers uciously 
turn away from them the scourges of Thy 
wrath. Through Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Thy Son, W ho liveth and reigneth with 
Thee in the unity of the Holy Ghost, one 
God, world without end. Amen. 


LENTEN READINGS. 


“For our Sakes.” 


Thee, Jesus! pierced with nails and spear! 
Let every Knee adore! 

With Thee, O Father, and with Thee, 
O Spirit, evermore. 


Tue brutality of the Jews had already 
outraged Christ to the full; cruelty had 
nothing left to desire; and now at the last 
moment the Most Holy Flesh of Christ 
suffereth a pain springing naturally from 
Itself. 

That Flesh, fevered by many and divers 
tortures, felt thirst. Great pain hath the 
property of producing strong thirst, since by 
some natural law, which I cannot explain, it 
drieth up as by heat the liquids of the body, 
and, as it were, setteth on fire the inward 
parts. 

‘Tt is finished.” Jewish outrage against 
God was finished; the power to inflict 
torture was finished. What had the Jews 
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left unattempted, or cruelty left undone ? 
Did any pain or insult remain uninflicted ? 
Rightly did He say: ‘It is finished.’ But 
He was come to be the Lord of the dead as 
well as of the quick, and the hour was now 
calling Him to go and preach to the 
imprisoned spirits in the nether world. He 
accepted even death for our sakes, and bore 
in His Own flesh that suffering common to 
all our nature. When they saw that the 
head of Jesus had fallen, and deemed Him 
already to have given up the Ghost, they 
held it pains wasted to break His legs. 
Howbeit, forasmuch as they dreaded Him 
even in death, they pierced His side with a 
Spear, and there burst forth blood mingled 
with water, the image and the first fruits 
of the mystic shankofferies and of holy 
Baptism, for holy Baptism is indeed a thing 
of Christ and from Christ, and the virtue 
of the mystic th: inkoffering proceedeth unto 
us from His holy flesh. 

(Homily by St. Cyril of Alexandria, Bk. Xii., 


Comm, on St. John ; iii. Noct. of the Feast « of the 
Wounds of our Lord.) 


I am your Redemption. My hands, 
which made you, those hands were pierced 
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with the nails. It was for your sakes that I 
was scourged, for your sakes that I was 
crowned with thorns, for your sakes that as 
I hung, 1 said: ‘“‘I thirst ”»—and for water 
they gave Me vinegar to drink. They gave 
Me also gall for My meat, and pierced My 
side with a spear. I died, was buried, and 
arose again. Iam with you always and am 
alive for evermore. 

(Ant. at the Song of the Blessed Virgin; ii. Vesp. of 

the Feast.) 


PRAYER. 

O God, Who by the sufferings of Thine 
Only begotten-Son, and the outpouring of 
His Blood through the five Wounds, hast 
made anew the manhood which sin had lost, 
grant, we beseech Thee, that we who on 
earth do worship the Wounds which He 
received may worthily obtain in heaven the 
purchase of His most precious Blood. 
Through the same, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Thy Son, Who liveth and reigneth with 
Thee in the unity of the Holy Ghost, one 
God, world without end. Amen. 


LENTEN READINGS. 


The Will of God. 


O Thou pure light of souls that love! 
True joy of every human breast ! 
Sower of life’s immortal seed! 
Our Maker, and Redeemer blest ! 


DEARLY beloved brethren, if we study 
attentively the history of the creation of our 
race, we shall find that man was made to 
the image of God, that his ways also might 
be an imitation of the ways of his Maker. 
This is the natural, real, and highest dignity 
to which we are capable of attaining, that 
the goodness of the Divine nature should 
have a reflection in us, asinaglass. Asa 
means of reaching this dignity, we are daily 
Offered the grace of our Saviour; for as in 
the first Adam all men are fallen, so in the 
Second Adam can all men be raised up again. 
Our restoration from the consequences of 
Adam’s fall is sheer mercy of God, and 
nothing else ; we should not have loved Him 
unless He had first loved us (1 John iv. 19), 
and scattered the darkness of i 
by the light of His truth. 


For His great love then wherewith He 


our ignorance 
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hath loved us (Eph. ii. 4), God reneweth His 
likeness in us. And, moreover, in order 
that He may find in us the reflection of His 
goodness, He giveth us that whereby to 
work along with Himself (Who worketh all 
in all), lighting, as it were, candles in our 
dark minds, and kindling in us the fire of 
His love, to make us love not Himself only, 
but likewise, in Him, whatsoever He loveth. 
For if among men that friendship is well 
founded which is founded upon like ways of 
living—and like ways of living do produce 
some love one toward another, even among 
the reprobate—how much should we yearn 
and strive not to do anything that is out of 
harmony with God’s ways? The Prophet 
saith (Ps. xxix. 6): ‘‘ For there is terror in 
His anger, and in His favour is life.’ And 
it is only by copying His will that we can 
attain to be made partakers of His nature 
(2 Peter i. 4). 

When the Lord saith (Luke x. 27): 
“‘ Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 
thy strength, and with all thy mind, and thy 
neighbour as thyself ”*—let the faithful soul 
learn from her Maker and Master His own 
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unfailing love, and unite her will with the 
will of Him in whose dealings there is never 
any the least departure either from the 
uprightness of justice or from the tenderness 
of mercy. However great be a man’s toils, 
or however many his troubles, he hath always 
a good reason for bearing them patiently, if 
he understands that his trials are sent to 
him either to correct or to prove him. 

(From the Sermons of Pope St. Leo the Great ; 

Lessons ii. Noct. F., Most Hol ly Redeemer.) 

Offer unto God the sacrifice of praise, and 
pay thy vows unto the Most High. 

(iii. Ant., ii. Noct. of the Feast.) 
PRAYER. 

O God, Who hast appointed Thine Only- 
begotten Son Redeemer of the world, and 
through His overcoming of death hast 
mercifully renewed us unto life, grant that 
we, being mindful of such benefits, may 
cleave unto Thee with an everl: isting love 
and worthily partake of the fruits of that 
redemption. Through the same our Lord 
Jesus Christ, Thy Son, Who liveth and 
reigneth with Thee in the unity of the Holy 
Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen. 
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At Jacob’s Well. 


Jesus! the very thought of Thee, 
With sweetness fills the breast! 

Yet sweeter far Thy Face to see, 
And in Thy Presence rest. 


‘* JESUS, wearied with His journey ” (St. John 
iv. 6). The mysteries are beginning now. It 
is not for nothing Jesus is wearied. Itis not 
for nothing that the Mighty One of God is 
wearied. It is not for nothing that He is 
wearied Who Himself giveth rest to all them 
that are weary and heavy-laden. It is not 
for nothing that He is wearied Whose 
absence prostrateth us, and Whose presence 
makes us strong. ‘‘ Jesus, therefore, being 
wearied with His journey, sat thus on the 
well; and it was about the sixth hour.” 
There is a depth in all these details: they 
all have something to say for us to learn. 
Upon them we gaze. ‘‘Knock,” saith 
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the Lord, ‘‘ and it shall be opened unto you.” 
Let us knock, then—and, O, may He open 
to me and to you, even He Who hath spoken 
to us those words: ‘‘ Knock, and it shall be 
opened unto you” (Matt. vii. 7). 

It is for thy sake that Jesus was wearied 
with His journey. We find the strength of 
Jesus weak ; yea, strong and weak. Strong, 
for, ‘‘In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God; the same was in the beginning with 
God.” Wouldst thou know again how that 
the Son of God is strong? ‘All things 
were made by Him, and without Him was 
not anything made that was made’’—made 
without effort (John i. 1-3). What then is 
stronger than He by Whom all things were 
made without effort? Wouldst thou know 
His weakness? ‘'The Word was made 
Flesh and dwelt among us.” Christ, strong, 
made thee; Christ, weak, redeemed thee. 
Christ, strong, made all things out of 
nothing; Christ, weak, so wrought that 
that made perished not. His Strength hath 
made us, and His Weakness saved us. 

He, then, being Himself made weak is 
strength to all such as are weak, gathering 
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them together, to use His own figure, even 
as a hen gathereth her chickens under her 
wings. ‘‘O Jerusalem, Jerusalem! how 
often would I have gathered thy children 
together, even as the hen gathereth her 
chickens under her wings, and ye would 
not!” (Matt. xxiii. 37). Consider now, my 
brethren, in what bondage is a hen to her 
chickens. There is no other bird in whom 
motherhood is unmistakeable. We watch 
the sparrows building their nests under our 
eyes; we see swallows, and storks, and 
pigeons building theirs every day; but unless 
Wwe actually see them in their nests, we know 
not if they have little ones or no. But the 
hen’s motherhood is so much a part of her- 
self, that even if at the minute we see not her 
children, the chickens, following after her, 
nevertheless we see by her ways if she be 
a mother. 


(Homily by St. Austin, Bishop of Hippo, 15th Tract 
on St. John.) 
*“Whosoever drinketh of the water that 
I shall give him shall never thirst.” 
(Ant. at Benedictus, 6th day, iii. Wh. in Lent.) 
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PRAYER. 


O Lord, we beseech Thee, graciously bless 
this our Fast, that we who are now out- 
wardly denying meats to our bodies may 
have power inwardly to keep our souls 
fasting from all sin. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, Thy Son, Who liveth and 
reigneth with Thee in the unity of the Holy 
Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen. 
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The Five Wounds. 


Pierce through my feet, my hands, my heart— 
So may some Drop distil 

Of Blood Divine into my soul, 
And all its evils heal. 


AFTER much mocking by Jews and Gentiles, 
after much blood-shedding, Jesus is taken, 
and His hands and feet pierced with hard 
nails, and so our Saviour, the gentle Jesus, 
is nailed to the tree of the Cross. Look 
there and gaze upon the roses of bloody 
suffering—how they shine—the marks of 
that love greater than which hath no man. 
Suffering and love strive together whether 
the one shall be more excellent for bloodiness 
or the other for fierceness. 

Lo! with what red flowers doth blossom 
that noble Vine, our ruddy Jesus! Look if 
anywhere on His body thou wilt not find 
those bloody roses. Look into one hand 
and then into the other, and thou wilt find 
a rose in either. Look at one foot and 
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then at the other—are they not rosy? Look 
at the gash in His side, and that hath its 
rose too—but a rose pink rather than red 
this time, by reason of the water; as saith 
the Evangelist: ‘‘ One of the soldiers with a 
spear pierced His side, and forthwith came 
thereout blood and water. . . .” 

Look down, O Lord, Holy Father, from 
Thy Sanctuary, even from Heaven Thy 
dwelling-place, and behold this Most Holy 
Oblation which our Great High Priest, 
Thine Only Child, the Lord Jesus, doth offer 
unto Thee for the sins of His brethren ; and 
take not vengeance upon us for the multitude 
of our iniquities. Know now, O Father, 
whether this be Thy Son Joseph’s coat or 
no. Alas! an evil beast hath devoured him, 
and trampled [him| in his fury [and stained 
all| his raiment. Behold, in five places it is 
rent grievously. 

(From the Sermons of St. Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux; 


ii. Noct., F. of the Wounds of the Lord.) 


Christ, Who was nailed to the Cross, 
pierced with five wounds, Him, O come let 
us worship ! 


(Invit, at Matins of the Feast.) 
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PRAYER. 


O God, Who by the sufferings of Thine 
Only-begotten Son, and the out-pouring of 
His Blood through the five wounds, hast 
made anew the manhood which sin had lost, 
grant, we beseech Thee, that we who on 
earth do worship the wounds which He 
received may worthily obtain in heaven the 
purchase of His most precious Blood. 
Through the same, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Thy Son, Who liveth and reigneth with 
Thee in the unity of the Holy Ghost, one 
God, world without end. Amen. 
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Fraternal Charity. 


May He in love restrain us still 
From tones of strife and words of ill, 
And wrap around and close our eyes 
To earth’s absorbing vanities. 


‘Ir thy brother shall trespass against thee, 
go and tell him his fault between thee and 
him alone.” Why tell him his fault? 
Because he hath made thee smart by tres- 
passing against thee? God forbid. If thou 
tell him his fault because thou lovest thyself, 
thou dost nothing. But if thou tell it him 
because thou lovest him, then dost thou do 
exceeding well. Hear now, in the words of 
the Gospel itself, for love of whom thou 
oughtst to do it, of thyself, or of him. The 
Lord saith: ‘‘If he shall hear thee, thou 
hast gained thy brother.” Therefore it 
behoveth thee to do it for his sake, that 
thou mayest gain him ; since, if thou so do, 
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haply thou mayst gain him; whereas, if 
thou do it not, he may haply perish. Why 
then are there so many who reckon lightly 
of a trespass against their brother, and Say: 
I have done no great offence, for I have 
trespassed only against my fellow-man? 
Deem it not light; thou hast trespassed, 
though it be against thy fellow-man. 
Wouldst thou know that thy trespass 
against thy brother hath destroyed thee? 
If he against whom thou hast trespassed tell 
thee thy fault between himself and thee 
alone, and thou hear him, he hath gained 
thee. Gained thee! And what signify those 
words if it be not that thou, if thou be not 
gained, shalt perish? For if thou shouldst 
not otherwise perish, in what sense can he 
be said to gain thee? Therefore let no man 
deem it a light thing when he trespasseth 
against his brother. For the Apostle Paul 
saith in a certain place: ‘“* When ye sin so 
against the brethren, and wound their weak 
conscience, ye sin against Christ (x1 Cor. 
viii. 12). We are all members of Christ. 
How doest thou not trespass against Christ 
which trespassest against one of His 
members ? 
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Let no man therefore say: I have not 
trespassed against God, but only against my 
brother ; that is, I have trespassed against 
my fellow-man ; and so the sin is light, if 
any at all. And perchance thou wilt argue 
that it is light, because it is quickly mended, 
thou hast trespassed against thy brother, 
but thou canst make satisfaction, and be 
right again ; thou has done the deadly thing 
quickly, and quickly canst thou find a 
remedy. O my brethren, which of us can 
hope for the kingdom of heaven when we 
remember that the Gospel saith: ‘* Who- 
soever shall say to his brother : Thou fool: 
shall be in danger of hell fire?” (Matt. 
v. 23). It is a thought full of dread ; but, 
lo! the remedy—‘‘ If thou bring thy gift 
to the altar, and then rememberest that thy 
brother hath aught against thee, leave then 
thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; 
first be reconciled to thy brother, and then 
come and offer thy gift.” God is not wrath 
that thou tarry or even thou offer thy gift ; 
for God seeketh thyself more than thy gift. 


(Homily by St. Austin, Bishop of Hippo, 16th Serm. 
on the Soc of our Lord; iii. day at Matins ; 
after iii. Sun. Lent.) 
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If two of you shall agree on earth as 
touching anything that they shall ask, it' 
shall be done for them of My Father, saith 
the Lord. 


(Ant. at Benedictus same day.) 


PRAYER. 


Graciously hear us, O Almighty and 
merciful God, and in Thy goodness enable 
us to reap the fruit of this healthful fasting. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Thy Son, 
Who liveth and reigneth with Thee in the 
unity of the Holy Ghost, one God, world 
without end. Amen. 


Haunting gloom and flitting shades— 
Ghastly shz 
Christ is ris 


eS, away ! 
, and pervades 


Highest Heaven with day. 


WE read in Matthew (xii. 22) that the devil 
by which this poor creature was possessed 
was not only dumb, but also blind; and that, 
when he was healed by the Lord, he saw as 
well as spake. Three miracles, therefore, 
were performed on this one man: the blind 
saw, the dumb spake, and the possessed was 
delivered. This mighty work was then indeed 
wrought carnally, but it is still wrought 
Spiritually in the conversion of believers 
when the devil is cast out of them, so that 
their eyes see the light of faith, and the lips 
that before were dumb are opened that their 
mouth may show forth the praise of God. 
While the multitude, who were less in- 
8 
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structed, wondered even at the works of the 
Lord, the Pharisees and Scribes, on the 
other hand, denied the facts when they could; 
and when they were not able, twisted them, 
by an evil interpretation, and asserted that 
the works of God were the works of an 
unclean spirit. 

‘*And others, tempting Him, sought of 
Him a sign from Heaven.” They would 
have Christ either to call down fire from 
Heaven like Elias (4 Kings i. 10) or, like 
Samuel (1 Kings vii. 10), to have made 
thunder roll or lightning flash, and rain 
fallat midsummer. And yet if He had so done 
they had been able still to explain away 
those signs also, as being the natural result 
of some unusual though, till that moment, 
unremarked state of the atmosphere. O 
thou, who stubbornly deniest that which 
thine eye seeth, thine hand holdeth, and thy 
sense perceiveth, what will thou say to a 
sign from Heaven? In good sooth, thou 
wilt say that the magicians in Egypt also 
wrought divers signs from Heaven (Ex. vii. 8). 

‘*But He, knowing their thoughts, said 
unto them: ‘Every kingdom divided against 
itself is brought to desolation, and a house 


LENTEN READINGS. 99 


divided against itself, falleth.’” He 
answered not their words but their thoughts, 
as though He would compel them to believe 
in the power of Him Who seeth the secrets 
of the heart. But if every kingdom divided 
against itself is brought to desolation, then 
have not the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost a divided kingdom, since His is a 
kingdom that, without all contradiction, 
shall never be brought to desolation by any 
shock, but abideth unchanged and un- 
changeable for ever ? 


**If Satan also be divided against himself, 
how shall his kingdom stand? Because you 
say I cast out devils by Beelzebub.” In 
saying this, He sought to draw from their 
own mouth a confession that they had chosen 
for themselves to be part of that devil’s 
kingdom, which, if it be divided against 
itself, cannot stand. 

(Ven. St. Bede, Priest at Jarrow, Bk. iv., c. 48, on 
Luke xi. ; iii. Noct., 3rd Sun. Lent.) 


** Walk as children of light: for the fruit 
of the Spirit is in all goodness, and righteous- 
ness, andtruth.” 

(Chap. at None, Eph. v: 3.) 
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PRAYER. 


O Lord, we beseech Thee, mercifully to 
shed abroad Thy grace into our hearts, that 
we who are now denying carnal meats to our 
bodily cravings, may have power likewise to 
withhold from the same all yielding to the 
deathful lusts of sin. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, Thy Son, Who liveth and 
reigneth with Thee in the unity of the Holy 
Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen. 


HYMN. 


Thirty years among us dwelling, 
His appointed time fulfilled, 
Born for this, He meets His Passion, 
For that this He freely willed : 
On the Cross the Lamb is lifted, 
Where His life-blood shall be spilled. 
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He endured the nails, the spitting, 
Vinegar, and spear, and need ; 

From that holy body broken 
Blood and water forth proceed : 

Earth, and stars, and sky, and ocean, 
By that flood from stain are freed. 


Faithful Cross ! above all other, 
One and only noble tree ! 

None in foliage, none in blossom, 
None in fruit thy peers may be: 

Sweetest wood and sweetest iron ; 
Sweetest weight is hung on thee, 


Bend thy boughs, O tree of glory! 
Thy relaxing sinews bend ; 

For a while the ancient vigour 
That thy birth bestowed suspend : 

And the King of heavenly beauty 
On thy bosom gently tend. 


Thou alone wast counted worthy 
This world’s ransom to uphold ; 

For a ship-wrecked race preparing 
Harbour, like the ark of old; 

With the Sacred Blood anointed 


From the smitten Lamb that rolled. 


To the Trinity be glory 
Everlasting, as is meet : 

Equal to the Father, equal 
To the Son, and Paraclete : 

Trinal Unity, Whose praises 
All created things repeat. 


(Lauds, Passion Sunday.) 
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Dives and Lazarus. 


Look down, Eternal Holiness, 
And wash the sins away 

Of those who, rising to confess, 
Outstrip the lingering day. 


Whom, dearly beloved brethren, whom are 
we to understand as signified by that rich 
man which was clothed in purple and fine 
linen, and fared sumptuously every day; 
whom, I ask, are we to understand, but the 
Jewish people who had all the outward life 
of religious ordinances, and who turned the 
treasure of the law they had received to 
show and not to use? What but the head 
of the Gentiles is figured in Lazarus, full of 
sores? Whosoever turneth himself to God, 
and is not ashamed to confess his sin, hath 
his sores on the skin, for in a sore on the 


104 LENTEN READINGS. 


skin breaketh out the corruption which is 
drawn from within. 

What is, then, the confession of our sins 
but the breaking out of our sores? The 
corrupt matter of sin is healthily opened in 
confession, instead of remaining in the mind 
to rot it. Open sores on the skin bring the 
poisonous matter to the surface ; and when 
we confess our sins, what do we but open 
up the evil that there is lurking in us? But 
Lazarus desired to be fed with the crumbs 
that fell from the rich man’s table, and no 
man gave unto him ; even so did that proud 
people scorn to admit a Gentile to the know- 
ledge of their law. 

The teaching of the law moved them to 
pride, and not to love, as though they swelled 
with self-importance at the thought of their 
riches, and the words which some Gentiles 
caught of their knowledge were as crumbs 
falling from their sumptuous table. 

On the other hand, the dogs came and 
licked the sores of the beggar that laid at 
their gate. Sometimes in Holy Writ, under 
the figure of dogs, preachers are understood. 
A dog’s tongue healeth the sore which it 
licketh, and so do holy teachers, when we 


confess our sins, and they speak to us, 

mollify by their tongues the sores of our 

souls. 

(Pope St. Gregory the Great, 40th on the Gospels. 
Matins, v. day, 2nd wk. of Lent.) 


Son, remember that thou in thy life-time 
receivedst thy good things, and likewise 
Lazarus evil things. 

(Ant. at Benedictus, same day.) 


PRAYER. 


Grant unto us, O Lord, we beseech Thee, 
the help of Thy grace, that we, who now 
are bent in fasting and prayer, may be freed 
from enemies both of our bodies and of our 
souls. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Thy 
Son, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee in 
the unity of the Holy Ghost, one God, world 
without end. Amen. 
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Most Precious Blood. 


When before the Judge we tremble, 
Conscious of His broken laws, 

May this Blood in that dread hour 
Cry aloud and plead our cause— 

Bid our guilty terrors cease, 

Be our pardon and our peace. 


‘* ONE of the soldiers with a spear pierced 
His Side, and forthwith came thereout Blood 
and Water.” The Evangelist speaketh 
carefully. He saith not that he smote the 
Side, nor yet that he wounded It, nor yet 
anything else, but ‘‘ pierced ”—‘ pierced ” 
It, to fling wide the entrance unto life, 
whence flow the Sacraments of the Church, 
those Sacraments without which there is no 
entrance unto the life which is life indeed. 
That Blood which was shed there was shed 
for the remission of sins ; that Water is the 
water that manteleth in the cup of salvation. 
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Therein are we washed, and thereof do we 
drink. Of this was it a type when it was 
said unto Noah: ‘‘ The door of the ark shalt 
thou set in the side thereof . . . and of 
every living thing of all flesh shalt thou 
bring into the ark . . . to keep them 
alive ’ (Gen. vi. 16-19). A 8 this of the 
Church. Thus was it that the first woman 
was made from the side of her husband 
while he slept, and she was called [Eve, 
which is, being interpreted] ‘‘ Life, because 
she was the mother of all the living” (Gen. 
iii. 20). This name set forth a great good 
before it became associated with the bitter 
fruit of a great evil. And here we have the 
second Adam bowing His Head, and the 
deep sleep of death falling upon Him upon 
the Cross, and He sleepeth, that the Lord 
God may take a thing out of His side, and 
may make thereof a wife for Him. O what 
a death was His, which quickeneth the dead ! 
What is cleaner than His Blood? What 
more health-giving for His w ounding ? 

Men were being held bondsmen to the devil, 
slaves to evil spirits. But they have been 
redeemed from that bondage. They had 
been able to sell themselves, but they were 
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not able to redeem themselves. A Re- 
deemer came and paid the price for them. 
He shed His Blood, and at that cost bought 
the world. Ye ask what He bought? Look 
what He paid, and ye shall see what He 
bought. Christ’s Blood was the price. 
What is His Blood worth ? What, but the 
whole world? What, but all men? They 
are very unthankful for His Redemption, or 
very proud, who say that it is only precious 
enough to buy the Africans, or that they 
themselves are so precious that it was shed 
only for them. Let there be an end to such 
conceit, an end to such vain-glory. What 
He paid, He paid for all. 

(St. Austin, Bishop of Hyppo, 120th Tract on St. 


John ; Lesson iii., Noct. F., Most Precious Blood 
of our Lord.) 


‘Ye are bought with a great price, there- 


fore glorify God, and bear Him in your 
body.” 


(Fifth Resp., ii. Noct, of the Feast.) 


PRAYER. 
O Almighty and Everlasting God, Who 
hast appointed Thine only-begotten Son to 
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be the Redeemer of the world, and hast 
been pleased to be reconciled unto us by 
His Blood, grant us, we beseech Thee, so to 
use this solemn worship of the price of our 
salvation, that the Power thereof may here 
on earth keep us from all things that may 
hurt us, and the purchase of the same may 
gladden us for ever hereafter in Heaven. 
Who liveth and reigneth with Thee in the 
unity of the Holy Ghost, one God, world 
without end. Amen. 
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Spiritual Envy. 


The spots of guilt, sin’s wages base, 
Searcher of hearts we own : 


Wash us and robe us in Thy grace, 
Who did for sins atone. 


‘ Jesus said to the Pharisees : Ye will surely 
say unto Me this proverb: Physician, heal 
thyself. Whatsoever we have heard done 
in Capernaum, do also here in thy country ” 
(Luke iv.). Here we have a display of a 
spite not very common. Their hatred of 
Christ and their desire to find grounds for 
that hatred in what in Him appealed for 
their love, had made them forget their local 
friendliness for a fellow-citizen. By this 
example, as well as by God’s declaration, thou 
mayest learn that thou wilt wait in vain to 
be holpen of His mercy, whilst thou art 
envious of the spiritual good of thy neigh- 
bour. Yea, the Lord turneth Him away 
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from the envious, and will not show the 
mighty works of His power to such as are 
bitter against His gifts to others. The 
example of Himself ‘which God hath been 
ple used to set before us is that of His doings 
in the Flesh, and it is by these His doings 
which He suffered to be seen that we are 
taught touching those which are unseen. 

The Saviour then doth not lightly excuse 
Himself that He had wrought none of His 
mighty works in His own country, lest per- 
chance any should thence learn to think 
lightly of our duty to love our Fatherland. 
Neither was it possible that He Who loved 
all should not love his own countrymen ; 
they it was who failed in that love because 
of their very envy. 

I tell you of a truth, many widows were 
in Israel in the days of Elias. The days of 
Elias—not that the said days belonged to 
Elias, but either because those were the 
days when Elias lived and worked, or else 
this isa mystic phrase, meaning that Elias 
by his works made many souls to awake 
spiritually from the night of sin to the day 
of grace, and turn to the Lord. In this 
latter sense that holy Prophet was a mean 
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looked to the eternal and mysterious things 
of God, and again was shut (and there was 
a famine), when there were no means of 
knowing God through outward ordinances. 
This subject, however, I have treated before 
at full length when I was writing on the 
subject of widows. 

‘*And many lepers were in Israel in the 
days of Eliseus the Prophet, and none of 
them was cleansed, saving Naaman the 
Syrian.” By these words of the Lord our 
great Physician, we are plainly taught and 
urged to put our trust in the Adorable God, 
since we see that none was healed or cleansed 
from bodily plague-spots, save him who took 
a religious means to regain health. For the 
blessings of God are not given to those who 
close their eyes in sleep, but to them that 
look to Him. We have remarked in our 
other book (alluded to above) that the widow 
to whom Elias was sent was a type of the 
Church. And next after [the mention of the 
type of] the Church cometh meetly the 
[mention of him who was a type of the 
Gentile] people [her converts]. Yea, the 
Gentiles were a people foreigners by birth, 
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leprous, and covered with plague-spots, till 
they were baptised in the stream [of the 
mystic Jordan]; but from the sacramental 
waters they rise, lepers no more, but cleansed 
in body and soul, a glorious virgin Church, 
not having spot or wrinkle, or any such 
thing (Eph. v. 27). 

(Homily by St. Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, Bk. iv. 

on Luke iv.) 


‘* He that gathereth not with Me scattereth, 
and he that is not with Me is against Me.” 
(Ant. at Sext., 3rd Sun. Lent.) 


PRAYER. 

O Lord, we beseech Thee, mercifully 
to shed abroad Thy grace into our hearts, 
that we who are now denying carnal meats 
to our bodily cravings, may have power like- 
wise to withhold from the same all yielding 
to the deathful lusts of sin. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, Thy Son, Who liveth and 
reigneth with Thee in the unity of the Holy 
Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen. 


LENTEN READINGS. 


The Chastity of Joseph. 


Redeemer! send Thy piercing rays 
That we may bear to be 

Set in the light of Thy pure gaze, 
And yet rejoice in Thee. 


Tue lives of the saints are the models for 
the lives of others. This is one of the 
reasons why we have been given the wise 
tale of the Scriptures, that while by reading 
therein we came to know Abraham, and 
Isaac, and Jacob, and others of the righteous, 
we may follow them in that path of inno- 
cency which is open to us for our imitation 
by the record of their godly conversation. 
Of them I have often treated, and to-day 
the story of the holy Joseph cometh before 
me. In that story there are patterns of many 
virtues, but chiefly is he glorious on account 
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of his clean living. Right is it then that 
ye who have learnt in Abraham the devoted- 
ness of a faith that nothing could daunt, in 
Isaac the transparency of an upright soul, 
in Jacob a wonderful patience of Spirit in 
great travails, should now turn from their 
worthy deeds to see the bright example of 
Joseph’s self-control. 

The holy Joseph is put before us as a 
pattern of chastity. Modesty shineth in his 
manners and in his deeds, and a certain 
loveliness which is found with chastity 
shineth there also. Hence his parents loved 
him more than their other children. But 
this love caused him to be the object of an 
envy, which we must needs not pass by, and 
upon this the whole story turneth. Yet, at 
the same time, We learn how that just man 
was not swayed by any desire to avenge 
his own sufferings, neither repaid evil for 
evil. Whence also David saith: “If I have 
rewarded evil” (Ps. vii. 5). 

In what would Joseph have been worthy 
to be chosen before others if he had harmed 
them which had harmed him, and loved 
them which loved him? For this do many 
do. But it is a wonder if one do that which 
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the Saviour teacheth, and love his enemy. 
Well, then, may we wonder at him who did 
this before the Gospel came ; who, being 
injured, spared; being assailed, forgave ; 
being sold, returned no evil, but repaid 
insult with favour. We, from the Gospel, 
have been taught to do all this, and we 
cannot. Let us also, then, learn how that 
there was envy even among some of the holy 
Patriarchs, that we may follow the example 
of the patience wherewith others of them 
bore it ; and let us feel that they were not 
men of another and higher nature than ours, 
but only quicker ; that they were not sinless, 
but that they repented. But if the passion 
of envy scorched even some of the holy race, 
how much more need is there for the sinful 
to take heed lest it set fire to them ? 


(By St. Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, from the Book 
upon Holy Joseph, Ch. i.) 


‘* Walk in love, as Christ also hath loved 


us.” 


(Chap. Lauds, iii. Sunday Lent, Eph. v. 1+) 
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PRAYER. 


We beseech Thee, Almighty God, look 
upon the hearty desires of Thy humble 
servants, and stretch forth the right hand of 
Thy Majesty to be our defence against all 
our enemies. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, Thy Son, Who liveth and reigneth 
with Thee in the unity of the Holy Ghost, 
one God, world without end. Amen. 
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The Memory of Christ’s Sufferings. 


Hail! Crown of glory! hail to thee! 
Encircling Jesus’ scars! 

No gems, no gold can rival thee, 
Nor crowns of shining stars. 


BRETHREN, from the moment of my conver- 
sion, | took care to gather a bundle of my 
Lord’s troubles and griefs, and put the same 
to lie between my breasts to make up for the 
sheaf of merits which I knew I had not. I 
will tell how abundantly sweet was the smell 
of this bundle of myrrh. As long as I live, 
even for ever and ever, I will never forget 
these mercies whereby I was called to life. 
I have kept this healthy bundle by me, and 
no one will ever take it away from me, but 
it shall lie between my breasts. I have 
decreed that to think of these troubles and 
griefs is real wisdom ; in them I have deter- 
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mined to find perfect righteousness, full 
knowledge, perfect salvation, and abundant 
merit. From these His troubles and griefs 
I drink sometimes a draught of healthy 
bitters, and from the same again I draw the 
sweet oil of comfort. It is the thought of 
these troubles and woes of His that cheereth 
me when I am afflicted, and maketh me 
grave when it is well with me. As the 
pilgrim walketh along the King’s Highway 
of this present life, in joy and in sorrow, it 
is the memory of the woes of Jesus that 
keeps him moving straight and saveth him 
from the dangers that threaten him upon the 
one hand or upon the other. These griefs 
are what will gain my pardon from the Judge 
of all the earth; Him Who is dreadful to 
the mighty is shown by these griefs to be 
meek and lowly, manifesting as the For- 
giving One, yea, One that a man may take 
example by, Him Who is exalted above all 
Princes and dreadful among the Kings of 
the earth. 

Therefore are these His griefs oftentimes 
in my mouth, and God knoweth that they be 
always in my heart. My pen useth to write 


of them, as is manifest. The highest flight 
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of my philosophy is this, to know Jesus and 
Him Crucified. I do not ask, like the Bride, 
where He lieth at noon (Cant. i. 6), since I 
have the joy to embrace Him as He lieth 
between my breasts. I ask not where He 
feedeth at noon, since I see Him on the 
Cross a Saviour, On the Cross He is 
glorious, at my breasts He is sweet ; on the 
Cross, my bread ; at my breasts, my milk— 
milk which filleth the bellies of sucklings, 
and the paps of mothers, and therefore He 
shall lie betwixt my breasts. Do ye also, 
dearly beloved brethren, do ye also gather you 
a bundle of this beloved myrrh [even the woe 
of Jesus], put it in the core of your heart, 
put it to guard the door of your breast, that 
it may be betwixt your breasts also. If ye 
have before your eyes Him Whom ye bear 
about, the sight of the Lord’s afflictions will 
make your own lighter to carry through the 
help of Him Who is the Bridegroom of the 
Church, and Who is above all God, blessed 
for ever. Amen. 
(St. Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux, 42nd Sermon on 
the Song of Songs; 5th and 6th Lesson, ii. Noct., 
Crowning of our Lord.) 
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‘*A bundle of myrrh is my well-beloved 
unto me; he shall lie betwixt my breasts ” 
(Cant. i. 12). 

(4th Ant. at Lauds o, the Feast.) 


PRAYER. 


Grant, we beseech Thee, O Almighty God, 
that we who, among the memories of the 
sufferings of our Lord Jesus Christ, do make 
worshipful mention of His coronation with 
thorns, may by Him be worthily crowned 
with glory and honour in Heaven. Who 
liveth and reigneth with Thee in the unity of 
the Holy Ghost, one God, world without 
end. Amen. 
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The Dolours of Mary. 


Fount of love and holy sorrow, 
Mother! may my spirit borrow 
Somewhat of thy woe profound ; 
Unto Christ, with pure emotion, 
Raise my contrite heart's devotion, 
Love to read in every Wound. 


THE martyrdom of the Virgin is set before 
us, not only in the prophecy of Simeon, but 
also in the story itself of the Lord’s Passion. 
The holy old man said of the Child Jesus 
(Luke ii. 34) : ‘‘ Behold, this Child is set for 
the fall and for the rising again of many in 
Israel; and for a sign w hich shall be spoken 
against; yea” (said he unto M: ary) “a 
sword shall pierce through thine own soul 
also.”’ Even so, O Blessed Mother! The 
sword did indeed pierce through thy soul! 
for nought could pierce the body of thy Son 
nor pierce thy soul likewise. Yea, and 
when this Jesus of thine had given up the 
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ghost, and the bloody spear could torture 
Him no more, thy soul winced as it pierced 
His dead Side—His own soul might leave 
Him, but thine could not. 

The sword of sorrow pierced through thy 
soul, so that we may truly call thee more 
than martyr, in whom the love that made 
thee suffer along with thy Son wrung thy 
heart more bitterly than any pang of bodily 
pain could do. Did not that word of His 
indeed pierce thy soul sharper than any two- 
edged sword, even to the dividing asunder 
of soul and spirit (Heb. iv. 12): ‘‘ Woman, 
behold thy son!” (John xix. 26). O what 
a change to thee! Thou art given John for 
Jesus, the servant for his Lord, the disciple 
for his Master, the son of Zebedee for the 
Son of God—a mere man for very God. O 
how keenly must the hearing of those words 
have pierced through thy most loving soul, 
when even our hearts, stony, iron as they 
are, are wrung at the memory thereof only ! 

Marvel not, my brethren, that Mary 
should be called a martyr in spirit. He 
indeed may marvel who remembereth not 
what Paul saith, naming the greater sins of 
the Gentiles, that they were ‘‘ without 
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natural affection” (Rom. i. 31). Far other 
were the bowels of Mary, and far other may 
those of her servants be ! 

But some men perchance will say: Did 
she not know that He was to die? Yea, 
without doubt she knew it. Did she not 
hope that He was soon to rise again? Yea, 
she most faithfully hoped it. And did she 
still mourn because He was crucified? Yea, 
bitterly. But who art thou, my brother, or 
whence hast thou such wisdom to marvel 
less that the Son of Mary suffered than that 
Mary suffered with Him? He could die in 
the body, and could not she die with Him 
in her heart? His was the deed of that 
love, greater than which hath no man (John 
xv. 13); her’s of a love like to which hath 
no man save He. 

(St. Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux, from the Sermons 


on the Twelve Stars ; ii. Noct., Friday in Passion 
Week.) 


O what a sickening at heart was thine at 
that moment, O Mother ! 

And He bowed His Head, and gave up 
the Ghost. 


(V and RY, fourth Resp., same day.) 


We beseech Thee, O Lord, pour Thy 
grace into our hearts, that all we who of 
our own will do check our sins with the 
curb of mortification, may suffer here and 
escape condemnation to eternal punishment 
hereafter. Through Jesus Christ Thy Son, 
Who liveth and reigneth with Thee in the 
unity of the Holy Ghost, one God, world 
without end. Amen. 


HYMN. 


At the Cross, her station keeping, 
Stood the mournful mother weeping, 
Close to Jesus to the last : 
Through her heart His sorrow sharing, 
All His bitter anguish bearing, 
Lo! the piercing sword had passed ! 
O, how sad and sore distressed 


Now was she, that Mother Blessed, 
Of the Sole-begotten One ; 
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Woe-begone with heart's prostration, 
Mother meek, the bitter Passion 
Saw she of her glorious Son. 


Who could mark, from tears refraining, 
Christ’s dear Mother uncomplaining, 

In so great a sorrow bowed? 
Who, unmoved, behold her languish 
Underneath His Cross of anguish, 

*Mid the fierce unpitying crowd ? 


For His people’s sins rejected, 
She her Jesus, unprotected, 
Saw with thorns, with scourges rent ; 
Saw her Son from judgment taken, 
Her beloved in death forsaken, 
Till His Spirit forth He sent. 


Fount of love and holy sorrow, 
Mother! may my spirit borrow 
Somewhat of thy woe profound ; 
Unto Christ with pure emotion 
Raise my contrite heart’s devotion— 
Love to read in every wound. 


(Vespers, Friday in Passion Week. Compassion of 
our Lady.) 


“ 
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The Passion of Jesus Christ. 


Come, fall before His Cross, 
Who shed for us His Blood! 
Who died, the Victim of pure love, 
To make us sons of God. 


DEARLY beloved brethren, the awful solemnity 
of the Lord’s sufferings is proclaimed unto 
us even by the circumstances of the day 
itself whereon they took place, that day 
whereon the dumb elements were dumb no 
longer. Let the light of faith make the 
tongues of men tell of that agony, whereon 
the silence of darkness was eloquent. Our 
Lord was weighing out upon the transom of 
the Cross, as upon the transom of a balance, 
the price of our salvation, and by the pay- 
ment of one death He Who had made all, 
bought all, and became the Restorer of all. 
For let us have no hesitation in believing 
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that He bought the whole world when He 
paid more than the whole world was worth, 
since the inestimable value of the price paid 
infinitely exceeded the value of the object 
redeemed. One scale, one scale was weighed 
against the other, but when it was done ‘they 
hung notevenly. He Who had no sins of His 
own, by His merits, took away the sins of 
others. This victim of goodness alone fell 
that He might lift up others ; ; and since He 
alone owed nothing, He alone was able to 
spend His superabundance in charity for 
debtors. 

And now judge from this, if He hath paid 
for us so high a price, what interest He will 
have from us. On this day (on which He 
suffered) the words of the Prophet were 
fulfilled: ‘‘I gave My back to the smiters, 
and My cheeks to them that plucked off the 
hair” (Isa. i. 6). He took our evil that 
He might give us His good. From the 
extent to which He loved man after his fall, we 
may understand how He was pleased to love 
him before he sinned. When thou seest what 
was the worth of thy ransom, let it make 
thee feel some shame for sin. Behold the 
Holy One, scourged for the sake of a sinner 
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the Eternal Wisdom mocked for the sake of 
a fool, the Truth murdered for the sake of a 
liar, the Righteous One condemned for the 
sake of a criminal, the Merciful One tortured 
for the sake of the cruel, the Harmless One 
filled with bitterness for the sake of a 
wretch, the Gentle One given gall to drink, 
the Innocent One doomed for the sake of 
the guilty, Life dying for the sake of the 
dead. 

Senseless nature shuddered at the sin of 
man. The rebel work of his hands would 
not acknowledge Him, but the quaking 
earth bore witness that He was the Lord of 
the world, and the shrinking sun confessed 
that He was the King of heaven. His 
(natural) Body was clad ina purple robe, for 
the blood of His martyrs is the stately robe 
of His (mystical body the) Church. The 
crown upon His Head was a crown of 
thorns, for the sharp prickles of our sins, by 
the remission whereof He claimeth the 
glorious title of Redeemer, are likened unto 
thorns and thistles (Gen. iii. 18). And now 
let us try to treat Him otherwise than He 
was treated then: to treat Him so that the 
lives of His members may form a crown for 


ice) 
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Him. Upon the Cross He saith: ‘‘I thirst” 
(John xix. 28): that thirst was for unbelieving 
souls to believe in Him ; but on the contrary, 
they put to His mouth the astringent vinegar 
of deadly sin, whereinto they have turned by 
malice the wine of wisdom given unto them 
by God. The veil of the Temple was rent in 
twain, for the Synagogue lost her crown ; 
the old rites were abolished, and the fact of 
one Church for all humanity stood revealed. 
The graves were opened, for death rightly 
lost her rights. 
(From the Sermons of St. Austin, Bishop of Hippo, 
41st on the Passion ; ii. Noct., Comm. Suff. of 
our Lord.) 


O My people, what have I done unto thee ? 
And wherein have I wearied thee? Testify 
against Me. 

(Ww. 4th Resp., ii. Noct., as above.) 


PRAYER. 


Almighty and everlasting God, Who didst 
send our Saviour to take upon Him our 
flesh, and to endure the Cross, that all 


mankind should follow the example of His 
great humility, mercifully grant that we who 
worship in memory of His sufferings, may 
worthily both follow the example of His 
patience and also be made partakers of His 
resurrection. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, Thy Son, Who liveth and reigneth 
with Thee in the unity of the Holy Ghost, 
one God, world without end. Amen. 


HYMN. 


Sing, my tongue, the glorious battle, 
With completed victory rife : 
And above the Cross’s trophy 
Tell the triumph of the strife ; 
How the world’s Redeemer conquered 
By surrendering of His life. 
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God, his Maker, sorely grieving 
That the first-made Adam fell, 
When he ate the fruit of sorrow 
Whose reward was death and hell, 
Noted then this Tree the ruin 
Of the ancient tree to quell. 


For the work of our salvation 
Needs would have His order so, 

And the multiform deceiver’s 
Art by art would overthrow 3 

And from thence would bring the med’cine, 
Whence the insult of the foe. 


Wherefore, when the sacred fulness 
Of th’ appointed time was come, 
This world’s Maker left His Father, 
Sent the heavenly mansion from ; 
And proceeded, God Incarnate, 
Of the Virgin’s holy womb. 


Weeps the Infant in the manger 
That in Bethlehem’s stable stands ; 

And His limbs the Virgin mother 
Doth compose in swaddling bands ; 

Meetly thus in linen folding 

Of her God the feet and hands. 
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To the Trinity be glory 
Everlasting, as is meet : 

Equal to the Father, equal 
To the Son, and Paraclete: 

Trinal Unity, Whose praises 
All created things repeat. 


(Matins, Passion Sunday.) 
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“I Thirst.” 


O’erwhelmed in depth of woe, 
Upon the tree of scorn 

Hangs the Redeemer of mankind, 
Ww ith racking anguish torn. 


Jesus, knowing that all things were now 
accomplished, said: ‘‘I thirst’”—even in this 
one word making a fulfilment of Scripture. 
And now, see here the spite of those that 
were there ; we, although we had countless 
enemies, who had grievously assailed us, if 
we saw them at the point of death would be 
touched with some feeling of compassion. 
But those beings were nowise touched, but 
rather exalted; they cracked their jests upon 
Him, ‘‘and they filled a sponge with vinegar, 
and put it upon hyssop, and put it to His 
Mouth”’—this was why the hyssop was 
added, because to give them a draught of 
hyssop is a way to put to death felons. 
Seest thou in what a calm of unruffled 
strength He went through all this? And 
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then, ‘‘ When Jesus therefore had received 
the vinegar, He said: It is finished. And 
He bowed His head and gave up the ghost.” 
It commonly is after death the head falleth, 
but here the head fell before death, whereby 
the Evangelist showeth that He was [exalted 
as| Lord above [the nature] of all others. 
The Jews had now swallowed the camel, and 
proceeded to strain out the gnat; having 
accomplished the great murder, they dis- 
cussed a point about the honouring of a 
day : ‘‘ Because it was the Preparation that 
the bodies should not remain upon the Cross 
on the Sabbath-day, the Jews besought 
Pilate that their legs might be broken, and 
that they might be taken away.” Seest 
thou the force of the truth? What they did 
fulfilled a prophecy, for thereby another was 
made clear. ‘Then came the soldiers, and 
broke the leg's of the first, and of the other 
which was crucified with Him, but when 
they came to Jesus, and saw that He was dead 
already, they brake not His legs, but one of 
the soldiers with a spear pierced His side.” 
Willing, with a vile and iniquitous willing- 
ness to do the Jews a pleasure, that men 
outraged his Redeemer even in death. 
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3ut rest Thou still, O Thou Whom my 
soulloveth! They thought to do it wickedly, 
but they did service to the truth. ‘‘ For 
these things were done that the Scripture 
should be fulfilled : ‘ Not a bone of him shall 
be broken’; and again, another Scripture 
saith: ‘They shall look on Him Whom they 
pierced.’” Nor was it done for this alone. 
but it was afterwards a means to faith for 
Thomas and them that were with him. And 
yet again, another great mystery was here 
established, for ‘‘forthwith came thereout 
blood and water.” Not idly nor perchance 
sprang forth that two-fold fountain, for the 
Church, like her great Head, ‘‘ came by 
water and blood; not by water only, but 
by water and blood” (John v. 6). What 
this meaneth the baptized do know, for they 
have been born again of water, and fed on 
flesh and blood. Hence come the Sacra- 
ments, so that as often as thou drinkest of 
that wondrous Cup, thou dost as good as 
suck out of the opened side. 


(Homily by St. John Chrysostom, Patriarch of Con- 
stantinople, on St. John, 84; iii. Noct., Comm. 
Suff. of Christ.) 
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O all ye that pass by! behold and see if 
there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow. 
(Ant. i., Vespers, Comm. Suff. of Christ.) 


PRAYER. 


Almighty and everlasting God, Who didst 
send our Saviour to take upon Him »ur 
flesh, and to endure the Cross, thr. all 
mankind should follow the example of His 
great humility, mercifully grant that we who 
worship in memory of His sufferings, may 
worthily both follow the example of His 
patience and also be made partakers of His 
resurrection. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, Thy Son, who liveth and reigneth 
with Thee in the unity of the Holy Ghost, 
one God, world without end. Amen. 


HYMN. 


The Royal Banners forward go ; 
The Cross shines forth in mystic glow, 
Where Life for sinners death endured, 
And life by death for man procured. 
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When deep for us the spear was dy’d, 
Life’s torrent rushing from His side 

To wash us in that precious flood 
Where, mingled, water flowed and blood. 


Fulfilled is all that David told 

In true prophetic song of old; 

‘* Amidst the nations, God,” saith he, 

*‘Hath reigned and triumphed from the 
Tree.” 


O Tree of beauty! Tree of Light! 

O Tree with Royal Purple dight ! 
Elect on whose triumphal breast 
Those holy limbs should find their rest. 


On whose dear arms, so widely flung, 
The weight of this world’s ransom hung : 
The price of human kind to pay 

And spoil the spoiler of his prey. 


O Cross, our one reliance, hail ! 
This holy Passiontide avail 

To give fresh merit to the Saint, 
And pardon to the penitent. 
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To Thee, Eternal Three in One, 

Let homage meet by all be done ; 
Whom by the Cross Thou dost restore, 
Preserve and govern evermore. 


( Vespers, Passion Sunday.) 
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The Cleft in that Side and 
the Wounds in those Feet and Hands. 


Hail! Spears and Nails, erewhile despised 
As things of little worth ; 

Now crimson with the Blood of Christ 
And famed through heaven and earth. 


WE are behoven so to glory in the most holy 
sufferings of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ as to count out one by one all the 
mysteries and merits of His sufferings, and 
even to glory in every one of their soul- 
saving instruments. Among such mysteries 
is notable the fact that the Saviour on the 
Cross, after that He had given up the ghost, 
bore that His side should be pierced with a 
spear, to the end that in the stream of blood 
and water which forthwith came thereout, 
there might spring forth one, and stainless, 
and virgin, His Bride and our holy mother, 
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the Church. O how blessed is that gap in 
the Sacred side, whence have rushed so 
many and so great streams of mercy! 
Happy for us was the lance whose work was 
to do us such good, and to add such another 
glory to sucha victory ! 

In opening that side the lance opened for 
us the gates of the Kingdom of Heaven. 
In wounding Him Who was dead already 
(John xix. 33-34) the lance closed our wounds 
and gave us life and health. In piercing 
Him Who was harmless (Heb. vii. 26), the 
lance, by His blood, purged our sins of their 
harmfulness, in trickling down with that 
most holy water it flooded away from our 
eye the beam which had made us blind, and 
washed us clean in the wave of God’s mercy. 
For us are also sweet the nails wherewith 
the Saviour was fastened upon the Cross. 
We must clearly remember that theirs it was 
not only to be smeared with the sinless 
blood, not only to bear up the weight of the 
Great [ Victim of Atonement], but to open 
for us, in the salvation-bringing wounds, 
sweet wells of the goodness of God: |by 
going through His hands| to free our hands 
from the manacles of sin, and [by boring 
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His feet] to draw our feet out of the snares 
of death. 

Than the cleft in that side, and the 
wounds in the hands and feet, what is 
there holier? What is there more life- 
giving ?—out of them floweth salvation, and 
in them the souls of believers may for ever 
find health. The lance and nails heretofore 
mentioned, and other instruments employed 
in the life-giving sufferings of Christ, are 
everywhere to be held in reverence of all 
His faithful people, and solemn Offices con- 
cerning His sufferings themselves are held 
and kept in the Church ; but we nevertheless 
hold it meet and convenient that a special 
Festal Office should be held and kept con- 
cerning these things in particular, especially 
in those places where the instruments them- 
selves are asserted to be still preserved ; 
and we desire by these Offices and Indul- 
gences more particularly to provoke the 
earnestness in godliness of such of the faith- 
ful as please themselves with the belief that 
they have any such relic in their possession. 
(From a Sermon by Pope Innocent VI.: Decree con- 


cerning the Feast of the spear and the nails ; 
ii. Noct. of the Feast.) 
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‘‘«They shall look upon Me Whom they 
have pierced ; and they shall mourn for him 
as one mourneth for his only son.” 

(1st Ant. ii., Noct. of the Feast.) 


PRAYER. 

O God, Who didst take our weak nature 
upon Thee and, inasmuch as Thou didst will 
it, didst work salvation for the world by 
being crucified with nails and pierced with a 
spear, mercifully grant unto all of us who 
now on earth are making solemn memorial 
of the same nails and spear, that hereafter 
in heaven we may be made glad for ever by 
the fruits of that glorious victory whereof 
Thy piercing was the means. Who livest 
and reignest with God the Father in the 
unity of the Holy Ghost, one God, world 
without end. Amen. 


HYMN. 
Those five wounds on Jesus smitten, 
Mother! in my heart be written 
Deep as in Thine own they be ; 
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Thou my Saviour’s Cross who bearest, 
Thou, Thy Son’s rebuke who sharest, 
Let me share them both with Thee ! 


In the passion of my Maker 
Be my sinful soul partaker, 

Weep till death, and weep with Thee 
Mine with Thee be that sad station, 
There to watch the great salvation 

Wrought upon the atoning tree. 


, 


(Matins, Friday in Passion Week. Compassion of 
Our Lady.) 
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The Prince of this World of Darkness. 


O Cross, our one reliance, hail! 
This holy Passiontide avail 
To give fresh merit to the Saint, 
And pardon to the penitent. 


‘* Give ear to my prayer, O God, and despise 
not my supplication: attend unto me and 
hear me.” These are the words of a man 
travailing, careful and troubled. He prayeth 
in the midst of much suffering, longing to 
be rid of his affliction. Our part is to see 
what that his affliction was; and when he 
hath told us, to acknowledge that we also 
suffer therefrom ; that so, partaking in his 
trouble, we may take part also in his prayer. 
He saith: ‘‘I mourn in my exercise, and 
am _ troubled.” Wherein mourned he? 
Wherein was he troubled? He saith: ‘‘In 
my exercise.” In the next words he giveth 
us to know that his affliction was the 
Il 
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oppression of the wicked—(‘‘ Because of the 
voice of the enemy, and because of the 
oppression of the wicked””)—and this suffering 
which came upon him at the hands of wicked 
men, he hath called his exercise. Think not 
that wicked men are in this world for 
nothing, or that God doth no good with 
them. Every wicked man liveth, either to 
repent, or to exercise the righteous. 

Would to God that they which now 
exercise us were converted and exercised 
with us! Yet, while they are as they are, 
and exercise us, we will not hate them : for 
we know not of any one of them whether he 
will endure to the end in his sin. Yea, 
oftentimes, when thou deemest that thou 
hatest thine enemy, he whom thou hatest is 
thy brother, and thou knowest it not. The 
holy Scriptures show us that the devil and 
his angels are already damned unto ever- 
lasting fire ; and therefore of their repentance 
it behoveth us to despair; but of theirs 
only. These are they against whom we 
wrestle within ; to the which wrestling the 
apostle stirreth us up when he saith: ‘* We 
wrestle not against flesh and blood ”—(that 
is, not against men whom we_ see)— 
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** but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this 
world” (Eph. vi. 12). He saith not ‘‘the 
rulers of this world,” lest perchance thou 
shouldst deem that devils are the lords of 
heaven and earth. What he doth say is, 
‘the rulers of the darkness of this world,” 
of that world which they love who love the 
world; of that world wherein the ungodly 
and unrighteous do prosper; of that world, 
in fine, of which the Gospel saith: ‘* And 
the world knew Him not” (John i. 10). 

I have ‘seen iniquity and strife in ‘‘ the 
city” (v. 9). Behold the glory of the Cross 
which was the object of the insults of God’s 
enemies, is established now above the brows 
of Kings. The end hath shown the measure 
of its power: it hath conquered the world, 
not by the sword, but by its wood. The 
enemies of God thought the Cross a meet 
object of insult and ridicule, yea, they stood 
before it, ‘‘ wagging their heads and saying : 
‘“*If He be the Son of God, let Him come 
down from the Cross!” (Matt. xxvii. 39-40). 
And He stretched forth His hands unto a 
disobedient and gainsaying people (Rom. 
x. 21). If he is just which liveth by faith 
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(Rom. i. 17; Heb. ii. 12), he is unjust that 
hath not faith. Therefore where is written 
‘‘ iniquity ” we may understand ‘‘ unbelief.” 
The Lord therefore saith that He ‘‘saw 
iniquity and strife in the city,” and that He 
‘stretched forth His hands unto that dis- 
obedient and gainsaying people’—and, 
disobedient and gainsaying as they were, 
He was hungry for their salvation, and 
said: ‘‘ Father, forgive them, for they know 
not what they do (Luke xxiii. 34). 

(From the Treatise of St. Austin, Bishop of Hippo, 


upon the Psalms liv.1; Maunday Thursday, ii. 
Noct. 


The Lord Jesus, the same night in which 
He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 
had given thanks, He break it, and said: 
‘“‘Take, eat ; this is My Body, which shall 
be given for you: this do in remembrance 
of Me” (1 Cor. xi.) 

(Chap. at Lauds, F. Corpus Christt). 


PPAYER. 
O God, Who didst take our weak nature 
upon Thee, and, inasmuch as Thou didst 
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will it, didst work salvation for the world by 
being crucified with nails and pierced with a 
spear, mercifully grant unto all of us who 
now on earth are making solemn memorial 
of the same nails and spear, that hereafter 
in heaven we may be made glad for ever by 
the fruits of that glorious victory whereof 
Thy piercing was the mean. Who livest 
and reignest with God the Father in the 
unity of the Holy Ghost, one God, world 
without end. Amen. 


HYMN. 


See the Eternal Word descending 
From the throne of bliss supreme, 
Love-constrained, His way now wending 
Adam’s children to redeem. 


Pitying the world’s disaster, 

Yearning to repair its fall, 
Prone upon the earth our Master 
Prays for pardon for us all. 
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O what anguish, what affliction 
Hemmed Him round on every side ; 
Who shall tell His dereliction ! 
While His suppliant accents cried— 


‘*O My Father! O My Father! 
Let this Chalice pass away— 
Yet not My will, Thy will rather 
Be accomplished this day.” 


Neath that load of anguish sinking 
Drops of blood stood on His brow— 

Wondering earth in silence drinking 
One by one the drops that flow. 


But an Angel swiftly gliding 
Comes from heaven to His aid, 
And that form the God-head hiding, 
Comfort seeks from those He made. 


To the Father praise be given ; 
Praise the Son, Whose name is greater 
Than all names beneath the heaven ; 
Praise the Spirit, every creature. 


(First Vespers, Office in Memory of the Prayer of our 
Lord Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane.) 
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The Last Supper. 


O Saving Victim, slain to biess! ! 
Wt ho nope nest heaven's bright gates to all! 


The attacks of many a foe oppress : 
tive strength in strife, and help in fa 


ll. 

Tue immeasurable benefits which the good- 
ness of God hath bestowed on Christian 
people have conferred on them also a dignity 
beyond all price. ‘‘For what nation is there 
so great who hath gods so nigh unto them, 


as the Lord our God is » unto us? 
(Deut. iv. 7). The Only-begotten Son of 


make us ‘ partakers 


God being pleased to 
4), t took our 


of the Divine nature” (2 Pet. i. 
nature upon Him, being Himself mé ide Man 
that He might make men gods. And all, as 
much of ours as He took, He applied to our 
salvation. On the Altar of the Cross He 
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offered His body to God the Father as a 
sacrifice for our reconciliation ; He shed His 
Blood as the price whereby He redeemeth 
us from wretchedness and bondage, and 
the washing whereby He cleanseth us 
from all sin. And for a noble and abiding 
memorial of that so great work of His 
goodness, He hath left unto His faithful 
ones the same His very Body for meat, and 
the same His very Blood for drink, to be 
fed upon under the appearance of bread and 
wine. 

O how precious a thing then, how mar- 
vellous, how health-giving, how furnished 
with all dainties is the Supper [of the Lord! ]. 
Than His Supper can anything be more 
precious? Therein there is put before us 
for meat, not, as of old time, the flesh of 
bulls and of goats, but Christ Himself, our 
very God. Than this Sacrament can any- 
thing be more marvellous? Therein it 
cometh to pass that bread and wine are 
bread and wine no more, but in the stead 
thereof there is the Body and there is the 
Blood of Christ; that is to say, Christ 
Himself, Perfect God and Perfect Man, 
Christ Himself is there, under the appearance 


of a little bread and wine. His faithful ones 
eat Him, but He is not mangled; nay, when 
|the veil which shroudeth Him in] this 
Sacrament is broken, in each broken piece 
thereof remaineth whole Christ Himself, 
Perfect God and Perfect Man. All that the 
senses can teach in this Sacrament [look, 
taste, feel, smell, and the like, all these], 
abide of bread and wine, but the Thing is 
not bread and wine. And thus room is left 
for faith ; Christ, Who hath a form that can 
be seen, is here taken and received, not only 
unseen, but seeming to be bread and wine, 
and the senses, which judge by the wonted 
look, are warranted against error. 

Than this Sacrament can anything be 
more health-giving? Thereby are sins 
purged away, strength renewed, and the 
the soul fed upon the fatness of spiritual 
gifts. This Supper is offered up in the 
Church both for the quick and the dead ; it 
was ordained to the health of all—all get the 
good of it. Than this Sacrament can any- 
thing be more furnished with dainties ? The 
glorious sweetness thereof is of a truth such 
that no man can fully tell it. Therein ghostly 
comfort is sucked from its very well-head. 
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Therein a memorial is made of that exceed- 
ing great love which Christ showed in time 
of His sufferings. It was in order that the 
boundless goodness of that His great love 
might be driven home into the hearts of His 
faithful ones, that when He had celebrated 
the Passover with His disciples, and the last 
Supper was ended, the Lord ‘‘ Jesus, know- 
ing that His hour was come that He should 
depart out of this world unto the Father, 
having loved His own which were in the 
world, He loved them unto the end” 
(John xiii. 1), and instituted this Sacrament— 
this Sacrament, the everlasting faith-show- 
ing of His death until He came again 
(1 Cor. xi. 26) ; this Sacrament, the embodied 
fulfilment of all the ancient types and figures ; 
this Sacrament, the greatest miracle which 
He ever wrought, and the one mighty joy of 
them that now have sorrow, till He shall 
come again, and their heart shall rejoice, 
and their joy no man take from them 
(John xvi. 22). 

(From the Sermons of St. Thomas of Aquino, 17th or 
57th of his Opuscula, or Lesser Works, ii. Noct. 
Feast Corpus Christi). 
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For as often as ye eat this Bread and 
drink this Cup ye do show the Lord’s death 
till He come (1 Cor. xi. 26). 

(8th Lesson, Maundy Thursday, at Matins ). 


PRAYER. 


Lord, we beseech Thee, behold this Thy 
family, f for which our Lord Jesus Christ was 
contented to be betrayed and given up into 
the hands of wicked men, and to suffer 
death upon the Cross: Who liveth and 
reigneth with Thee in the unity of the Holy 
Ghost, One God, world without end. Amen. 


HYMN. 


Of the glorious Body telling 
O my tongue, its my stery sing ; 
And the blood, all price cle: 
Which for this world’s ransoming, 
In a noble womb once dwelling 
He shed forth, the Gentile’s King. 
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Given for us, for us descending 
Of a Virgin to proceed, 

Man with man, in converse blending, 
Scattered He the Gospel seed ; 

Till His sojourn drew to ending, 
Which He closed in wondrous deed. 


At the Last Great Supper seated, 
Circled by his brethren’s band, 

All the law required, completed, 
In the Feast its statutes planned, 

To the twelve Himself He meted 
For their food with His own hand. 


Word made flesh, by word He maketh 
Very bread His flesh to be ; 

Man for wine Christ’s blood partaketh ; 
And if senses fail to see, 

Faith alone the true heart waketh 
To behold the mystery. 


Therefore we, before it bending, 
This great Sacrament adore ; 
Types and shadows have their ending 
In the new rite evermore : 
Faith, our outward sense amending, 
Maketh good defects before. 
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Honour, laud, and praise addressing 
To the Father and the Son, 

Might ascribe we virtue, blessing, 
And eternal benison ; 

Holy Ghost, from both progressing, 
Equal laud to Thee be done. 


(Vespers, Feast of Corpus Christt.) 
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Crucify Him! Crucify Him! 


Thee, Jesu, pierced with nails and spear, 
Let every knee adore ; 

With Thee, O Father, and with Thee, 
O Spirit, evermore. 


‘‘THou hast hidden me from the secret 
counsel of the wicked, from the insurrection 
of the workers of iniquity.” Now let us fix 
our eyes upon our Head. Many martyrs 
have suffered such things as He suffered, 
but God’s hiding of His suffering servants is 
not so well seen in the martyrs as it is in 
the Captain of the martyrs. And it is in 
Him that we best see how it fared with them. 
He was hidden from the secret counsel of 
the wicked ; hidden by God, being Himself 
God ; hidden, as touching the Manhood, by 
God the Son, and the very Manhood which 
is taken into God the Son; because He is 
the Son of Man, and He is the Son of God 
—Son of God as being in the form of God; 
Son of man, as having taken upon Him the 
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form of a servant (Phil. ii. 6-7). Whose 
life no man taketh from Him, but Who 
layeth it down of Himself. He hath power 
to lay it down, and He hath power to take it 
again (John x. 18). What then was all that 
they which hated Him could do? They 
could kill the body, but they were not able 
to kill the Soul. Consider this very earnestly. 
It had been a small thing for the Lord to 
preach to the martyrs by His word if He 
- not also nerved them ‘by His example. 

e know what secret counsel was that of 
ie ituked Jews, and what insurrection was 
that of the workers of iniquity. Of what 
iniquity were they the workers ? The murder 
of our hard Jesus Christ. ‘‘ Many good 
works,” saith He, ‘‘ have I showed you—for 
which of those works go ye about to kill 
Me?” He had borne with all their weak- 
nesses; He had healed all their diseases ; 
He had preached unto them the Kingdom of 
Heaven; He had discovered to them their 
plagues, that they might rather hate them 
than the Physician which came to cure them. 
And now at last, without gratitude for all 
the tenderness of His healing love, like men 
raging in a high delirium, throwing them- 
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selves madly on the Physician Who had 
come to cure them, they took counsel together 
how they might kill Him, as if to see if He 
were a man and could die, or something 
more than a man, and that would not let 
Himself die. In the Wisdom of Solomon, 
we recognise their words (ii. 18-20): ‘* Let 
us condemn Him with a shameful death—let 
us examine Him; for by His own saying, 
He shall be respected. If He be the Son of 
God, let Him help Him.” 

‘* They whet their tongues like a sword.” 
The Jews cannot say: ‘‘ We did not murder 
Christ”—albeit they gave Him over to Pilate, 
His judge, that they themselves might seem 
free of His death. For when Pilate said 
unto them, ‘‘ Take ye Him and kill Him,” 
they answered: ‘‘It is not lawful for us to 
put any man to death.” They could throw 
the blame of their sin upon a human judge, 
but did they deceive God, the Great Judge? 
In that which Pilate did he was their accom- 
plice, but in comparison with them he had 
far the lesser sin (John xix. 11). Pilate 
strove as far as he could to deliver Him 
out of their hands, for the which reason also 
he scourged Him (John xix. 1) and brought 
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Him forth to them (4). He scourged not 
the Lord for cruelty’s sake, but in the hope 
that he might so slake their wild thirst for 
blood: that, perchance, even they might be 
touched with compassion and cease to lust 
for His death when they saw what He was 
after the flagellation. Even this effort he 
made. ‘‘ But when Pilate saw that he could 
not prevail, but rather a tumult was made” 
(Matt. xxvii. 24), ye know how that ‘‘he 
took water, and washed his hands before the 
multitude, saying: I am innocent of the 
blood of this just person.” And yet ‘‘he 
delivered Him to be crucified” (26). But if 
he were guilty who did it against his will, 
were they innocent who goaded him into it? 
No. Pilate gave sentence against Him, and 
commanded Him to be crucified ; but ye, O 
ye Jews, ye are also His murderers! 
Wherewith ? With your tongue, whetted 
like a sword. And when? but when ye cried, 
**Crucify Him! Crucify Him !” (Mark xv. 
13-14; Luke xxiii. 21 ; John xix. 6). 
(From the Treatise of St. Austin, Bishop of Hippo, 
upon the Psalm Ixiii. 2; ii. Noct., Good Friday, 
at Matins.) 
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‘God spared not His own Son, but de- 
livered Him up for us all.” 


(ist Ant. Lauds, same day.) 


Jerusalem! Jerusalem! return unto the 
Lord thy God! 


PRAYER. 

O God, Who didst take our weak nature 
upon Thee, and, inasmuch as Thou didst 
will it, didst work salvation for the world by 
being crucified with nails and pierced with a 
spear, mercifully grant unto all of us who 
now on earth are making solemn memorial 
of the same nails and spear, that hereafter 
in heaven we may be made glad for ever by 
the fruits of that glorious victory whereof 
Thy piercing was the mean. Who livest 
and reignest with God the Father in the 
unity of the Holy Ghost, one God, world 
without end. Amen. 
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HYMN. 


O’erwhelmed in depths of woe, 
Upon the tree of scorn 

Hangs the Redeemer of mankind, 
With racking anguish torn. 


See how the nails those hands 
And feet, so tender, rend ; 

See down His face, and neck, and breast 
His Sacred Blood descend. 


Hark! with what awful cry 
His Spirit takes its flight ; 

That cry, it pierced His Mother’s heart 
And whelmed her soul in night. 


Earth hears, and to its base 
Rocks wildly to and fro ; 
Tombs burst, seas, rivers, mountains 
quake ; 
The veil is rent in two. 


The sun withdraws his light, 

The mid-day heavens grow pale, 
The moon, the stars, the universe 
Their Maker’s death bewail. 
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Shall man alone be mute ? 
Come, youth and hoary hairs, 
Come, rich and poor—come, all mankind, 
And bathe those feet in tears. 
; 
Come, fall before His Cross, 
Who shed for us His Blood ! 
Who died, the victim of pure love, 
To make us sons of God. 


Jesu, all praise to Thee, 
Our joy and endless rest ; 

Be Thou our Guide while pilgrims here, 
Our Crown amid the blest. 


(Lauds, Office in Memory of the Sufferings of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.) 


LENTEN READINGS. 165 


The Enshroudment. 


O Word of God! the conquest won, 
Thy trophies still around Thee lay ; 

Clothed in a vesture dipped in blood 
Thou restedst Victor from the fray. 


Tue Greek word ‘ Paraskeué,” used by the 
Evangelist, signifieth ‘ the Preparation,” 
and was the name by which the Greek- 
speaking Jews were used to call Friday, as 
being the day whereon those things were 
got ready which would be needed during the 
rest of the Sabbath, even as it was anciently 
commanded concerning the manna: On 
the sixth day they shall prepare that which 
they shall bring in, and it shall be twice as 
much as they gather daily ” (Exod. xvi. 5). 
Even thus it is written that on Friday * God 
created man ” (Gen. i. 27). And ‘‘ thus the 
heavens and the earth were finished, and all 
the host of them. And on the seventh day 
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God ended His work which He had made ; 
and He rested on the seventh day from all 
His work which He had made. And God 
blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, 
because that in it He had rested from all His 
work which God created and made ” (ii. 1-3). 
And He was pleased to call the seventh day 
the Sabbath, that is to say, the Day of 
** Rest” (Exod. xx. 10). «In like manner 
also did the crucified Saviour complete on 
Friday the work of the new creation, and 
‘‘when . . . He had received the vinegar 
He said: It is finished”—even as it were 
‘‘the evening and the morning are about to 
be numbered as the sixth day, and My work 
whereby I have re-made the world I have 
ended.” And on the seventh day, the 
Sabbath Day, He rested from all His work 
which He had made, awaiting in the grave 
till the eighth day should come for Him to 
rise again. 

‘‘Joseph of Arimathea, an honourable 
counsellor, which also waited for the King- 
dom of God, came and went in boldly unto 
Pilate, and craved the body of Jesus.” Very 
honourable was this Joseph in the eyes of 
the world, but his honour now is because of 
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His good work toward God. It was meet 
that he who laid the Lord in the grave should 
by his good life have earned such a ministry, 
and by the power of his honourable position 
in the world should have been able to obtain 
it. A person unknown or obscure would not 


have been able to go unto the President and 
1 


to obtain from him the body of the Crucified. 
and Doctor of the 


(Ven. St. Bede, Priest of Jarrow, 
t of our Lord.) 


Church ; iii. Noct., F. Enshroudmen 


Let all the earth worship Thee and sing 
unto Thee, let them sing praises to Thy Name, 
O Lord. The Lord reigneth, He is clothed 
with Majesty. The Lord is clothed with 
strength, and hath girded Himself with 


power. 
(Short Resp. at None of the Feast.) 


PRAYER. 


O God, Who hast left unto us [in the] 
records of Thy sufferings [how Thou wast 
in the holy linen wherein Joseph 
most sacred Body what time 
he Cross, merci- 


enshrouded| 
wrapped Thy 
he had taken it down from t 
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fully grant that through Thy death and 
burial we may be brought unto the glory of 
Thy resurrection. Who livest and reignest 
with God the Father in the unity of the 


Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. 
Amen. 


HYMN. 


Jesus, as though Thyself wert here, 

I draw in trembling sorrow near ; 

And gazing on Thy form Divine, 

Kneel down to kiss those wounds of Thine. 


Ah me, how naked art Thou laid, 
Blood-stained, distended, cold, and dead— 
Joy of my soul, my Saviour sweet ! 

Upon the sacred winding sheet ! 


Hail, awful brow ! Hail, thorny wreath ! 
Hail, countenance, now pale in death, 
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Whose glance but late so brightly blazed 
That angels trembled as they gazed. 


And hail to thee, my Saviour’s side— 
And hail to thee, thou wound so wide: 
Thou wound more ruddy than the rose, 
True antidote of all our woes. 


O by those sacred hands and feet 
For me so mangled, I entreat, 
My Jesus, turn me not away, 
But let me here for ever stay. 


(Lauds, Office in memory of the Enshroudment of our 
Lord Jesus Christ in His most holy winding sheet.) 
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The Sleeping Witnesses ! 


Then let us die to all our sin, 
And let us rise to life of grace; 
That by the Cross we may deserve 
To see the glory of His face. 


‘*MAN shall attain to thoughts that are very 
deep : but God shall still be exalted.” The 
enemies of our Lord had communed of laying 
snares privily: they had said, ‘‘ Who shall 
see them?” They had searched out iniqui- 
ties ; they had accomplished diligent search. 
And man attained even unto [the realisation 
of] their counsels, for the Lord, as Man, 
suffered Himself to be taken. For He had 
not been taken at all unless He had been a 
man, or seen unless He had been a man, or 
smitten unless He had been a man, or cruci- 
fied unless He had been a man, or have died 
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unless He had been a man. Man, therefore, 
He attained unto all those sufferings which 
had had nothing in Him unless He had been 
aman. Butif He had not been man, man 
had not been redeemed. 

And the Lord, as Man, attained to thoughts 
that were very deep, yea, secret ; showing 
the Manhood to the eyes of men, and keep- 
ing the Godhead within Him; veiling the 
form of God, as touching which, He is equal 
to the Father ; and manifesting the form ofa 
servant, as touching which, He is inferior to 
the Father. 

How far did the accomplishment of their 
diligent search reach? Even to the setting 
4 watch of soldiers at the sepulchre to guard 
the Lord, even after He was dead and buried. 
For ‘‘they said unto Pilate: Sir, we re- 
member that that deceiver—” (Matt. XXVil. 
63). This was the term by which they 
designated the Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
remembrance that He was so named is a 
sweet consolation to us His servants when 
we are called imposters. Lo, they said unto 
Pilate, ‘‘that deceiver said, while He was 
yet alive: After three days I will rise again. 
Command therefore that the sepulchre be 
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made sure until the third day, lest His 
disciples come and steal Him away, and say 
unto the people: He is risen again from the 
dead: so the last error shall be worse than 
the first. Pilate said unto them: Ye have a 
watch ; go your way ; make it as sure as ye 
can. So they went and made the sepulchre 
sure, sealing the stone, and setting a watch.” 

So they went and made the sepulchre sure, 
sealing the stone and setting a watch ; ‘‘ and 
anon, behold there was a great earthquake,” 
and the Lord arose. So great wonders were 
wrought about the sepulchre that the very 
soldiers which were put to guard it were 
witnesses thereto, if only they would have 
told the truth. But the same love of money 
which had made a slave of that disciple who 
was a companion of Christ, made slaves also 
of the soldiers that were put to watch His 
sepulchre. ‘‘Some of the watch came into 
the city and showed unto the chief priests all 
the things that were done: and when they 
were assembled with the elders, and had 
taken counsel, they gave large money unto 
the soldiers, saying: Say ye, His disciples 
came by night and stole Him away while we 
slept.” 
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LENTEN 


In good sooth, their diligent search had 
been accomplished and ended before this. 
What didst thou say, O stupid cunning ? 
Wast thou indeed so utterly voi d of the lig! 
of godly wisdom, and confounded in the 
bottomless pit of thine own falsehood, as to 
tell them to say: ‘‘ His disciples came by 
night and stole Him away while we slept ?” 
Part of the testimony of thine eye- witnesses 
was that they were asleep at the time: thou 
thyself wast ‘asleep not to be able to see that 
on thine own testimony their testimony must 


have been worthless. 
(From the Treatise of St. Austin, Bishop of Hippo, 
upon the Psalm \xiii. 7; i. Noct., Matins, Holy 


Saturdc Ly.) 


VY. My flesh shall rest in hope. 

Ry. Neither wilt Thou suffer Thine Holy 
One to see corruption. 

Christ, for our sakes, became obedient 
unto death, even the dez ath of the Cross, 
wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him 
and given Him a name which is above every 


name. 
(Holy Sat. at Matins.) 


LENTEN READINGS. 


PRAYER. 


O God, Who didst take our weak nature 
upon Thee, and, inasmuch as Thou didst will 
it, didst work salvation for the world by 
being crucified with nails and pierced with a 
spear, mercifully grant unto all of us who 
now on earth are making solemn memorial 
of the same nails and spear, that hereafter in 
heaven we may be made glad for ever by the 
fruits of that glorious victory whereof Thy 
piercing was the mean. Who livest and 
reignest with God the Father in the unity of 
the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. 
Amen. 


HYMN. 


Virgin, thou of virgins fairest, 
May the bitter woe thou bearest 
Make on me impression deep ; 
Thus Christ’s dying may I carry, 
With Him in His Passing tarry, 
And His Wounds in memory keep. 
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May His Wounds transfix me wholly, 
May His Cross and Life-blood holy 


Ebriate my heart and mind : 


Thus inflz amed with pure affection, 
In the Virgin’s Son protection 
May I at the Judgment find. 


When in death my limbs are 


failing 


Let Thy Mother’s prayer prevé ailing 
Lift me, Jesus ! to Thy Throne: 


To my parting soul be given 
Entrance through the gate of 


- heaven, 


There confess me for Thine own. 


(Lauds, Friday in Passion Week. 
of our Lady.) 


Compassion 


